Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 

Week 1. The Spirit in the Godhead
The subject of what the Holy Spirit does gives rise to many debates, a number of which will be considered in the module. However, of first importance is who the Spirit is. We'll consider who He is independently from our lives and circumstances first. This might help us later put into context some of the things He does. We will think of the Spirit as part of the Trinity and let that shape later conversations. 

The Trinity

Discussion Q1: What do we Mean by the Trinity?
The word 'trinity' is not in the Bible, however, Christian tradition has long used it to define an important Biblical concept that is otherwise hard to describe. It is the concept of there being three, whilst at the same time being one. This seems odd in itself but the parts of it are all in the Bible. The Spirit is mentioned throughout Old and New Testaments as Holy. This is to designate Him specifically as 'of nature God.' As Jesus is called 'being in very nature God' in Philippians 2:6 the Bible is declaring both the Son and the Spirit to have the same nature as Jehovah, God. 

The idea is that there are three persons but they share the one substance or being. This is declaring that the Spirit and the Father and the Son are One at all times. They are one in thought (they agree on all things), one in purpose (the eternal glory of one another), and one in action (what the Father does the Son and Spirit also do). 

In creation the Father, Son and Spirit are all there (Gen 1:1-2, Col 1:16). Salvation is achieved as the Father forgives, through the work of the Son, as the Spirit convicts. We also see all three on the throne of heaven in Scripture (Rev 4:1-5, Matt 19:28, Heb 1:8). In Revelation 5 as the Lamb opens the scroll, the Father, Son and Spirit all take part in judgement.  

To help us understand the trinity we might consider man in His image. With a body, mind and spirit, man has 3 parts that are one, none of which is independent of the other. Mankind, made in the image of God, reflects the individual image of God, but also the relationship between the persons of the Godhead (Genesis 1:26-28). We reflect His fruitfulness, His authority over the earth and are designed to reflect His attributes. 

While the complexity of this discussion might be difficult, the conclusion drawn is simple, that the glory and honour due to the Father is also due to the Spirit, for they are one. The work of the Father is the same work the Spirit is involved in, with the same goals. When we consider the Spirit we are thinking upon God Himself.  Romans 8:9 uses the phrases Spirit of God and Spirit of Christ interchangeably to both affirm that the Spirit has the same deity as Christ, but also that Christ has the same deity as the Father. 

The Person of the Spirit 
So if the Spirit is one with the Father how are we to understand Him as a separate person? The Bible describes him as 'He' (Ezek 2:2, John 14:15-17, John 16:13) not so much to denote gender, but personhood. It is evident that He can be experienced as an individual. Although none of His attributes are different from the Father or Son, He can be experienced in a different way, just as the Father and Son are. The notion of a person is the idea of someone you can interact with. It is not about gender, nor is it suggesting a humanity, but the concept of a relational being. 

The Spirit often speaks to people (Acts 13:2), rests on them (Isaiah 11:2, Acts 2:3-4), fills them (Ex 31:3, Luke 1:41) or moves them with emotion or desire (Ezek 36:27). The Father and Son are one with Him in these actions, for example Jesus fills our lives, comes into our lives or moves our lives as the Spirit does. Acts 16:7 also describes the Spirit as the Spirit of Jesus to show the relationship between Spirit and Son is the same as Spirit and Father. But in describing these interactions we are expected to experience the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

This experience of the Spirit of God in our lives evidences that we are set apart by God, marked as different and sealed for an inheritance in heaven (Ephesians 1:13-14). It is the sign that we have become a new creation (2 Cor 5:17).

This does not mean that the primary purpose of the Spirit is to relate to us. God existed without us before creation and is satisfied in Himself. He does not require us to experience love, for the Father loves the Son and the Spirit as they do one another. The purpose of the Spirit is that of the Father and Son, to glorify one another and to enjoy one another. Their union is one beyond comprehension and all measure of beauty. 

However, when God decides to make man, His Spirit comes to man, to redeem mankind and to enable him to fulfil his purpose, to glorify God and enjoy Him forever (Westminster Confession). The purpose of the Spirit coming into the lives of men then is that we might share in the fulfilment of the purposes of God. 

Discussion Q2: What does the term 'spirits' mean to you?
Summary
The Spirit is called 'My Spirit' (Gen 6:3) by God and so there should be no distinction in the respect with which we honour Him. The designation 'Holy' helps us understand that He is 'of God' and therefore worthy of glory and honour and with the Father and Son fulfils all the purposes of God together. 

He is one with the Father and Son but we are expected to experience Him in our lives. Without the Spirit in our lives we lack the evidence of relationship with God at all (Romans 8:9). The hope of this module is that we might experience Him and know that connection with God in a more powerful way. 

