Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 
Week 2. The Spirit and the Word
The person of the Holy Spirit is mentioned throughout Scripture. He is described as doing many great works. In each case there is the combining of the Spirit of God with the Word of God. We'll first consider the significance of this unity and then list some of the Scriptural references and evidences. 

The Combination of the Spirit and the Word

Discussion Q3: What Biblical references are there for the Holy Spirit?
The Bible begins with the Spirit being there in the beginning as all things are created (Genesis 1:2). As the Spirit hovers over the waters and God speaks all things come into being. This is the first reference, but most definitely not the only reference to the combination of the Spirit and the Word of God. 

It makes absolute sense doesn't it that the breath of God and the word of God go hand in hand. As the Word emanates from the mouth of God, so the Spirit also emanates or proceeds from God (the Nicene Creed uses this terminology). The very reality of speaking is that the breath is required for words to be formed. 

The Word talks of the Spirit
Our knowledge of who the Spirit is and what He does comes from the Word of God. It explains the processes, plans and movements of God and all that He is achieving. Everything it says will match with the plan and work of God. So as it explains the Spirit it will point to His work and goals. There is never a disparity between the Word and the work of God, so the Spirit will always line up with God's Word. 

The Spirit points to the Word
It might seem obvious, but the Spirit in turn will draw you to the Word of God. In John 16:13 Jesus tells us that Spirit will 'guide you into all truth,' essentially saying that He will point you to the truth of God in His Word. 

Absolute Unity
The key to these statements is to realise the absolute unity of God. His integrity ensures that what He says is 100% consistent with who He is. His Word and His Spirit will never be at odds. They are absolutely one, just as the Father, Son and Spirit are. What the Spirit says, therefore, will absolutely be God's word. The Word too, as inspired by the Spirit will always point people to the person of God. 

These might seem obvious statements but in the church there is much debate between the Word and the Spirit. Many claim to be inspired by the Spirit to speak words that are not consistent with the Word of God and therefore must be false. When we test the spirits, as in 1 John 4:1, what do we test against but the Word of God? The Word must also be used correctly, as inspired by the Spirit, not to justify our actions, but to point to the person of Jesus and the very work of God. So in unity they hold together what is truth and help us realise how God works that out. 

The Work of the Spirit and the Word

The Spirit and the Word are also seen to be in complete unity in the works of God throughout history and our lives. As mentioned earlier, in creation we seem them combine together to bring all things into being. Likewise the Word and the Spirit sustain all things. Without the Spirit there is no life (Ezekiel 37) but the Word sustains all things. 

Discussion Q4: In What Works do you see the combination of Spirit and Word?

In the Law God explains to Israel what is right, but also explains it cannot be lived without the power of God. In the tabernacle God's presence was with Israel. As they wandered the desert the Spirit would move and they would follow the Spirit of God. The Law and the Tabernacle are the presence of God with Israel. 

In prophecy God inspires the prophets by His Spirit to speak the truth (often to the detriment of the people who had been ignoring God). The Spirit gave them revelations of the future to come, the Messiah and the day of the Lord. As God gave the words the Spirit enabled the prophecies to be true. 

In Christ we see the complete embodiment of both the Spirit and the Word. He was conceived by the Spirit (Matthew 1:20), who showed at His baptism that He was on Him. At the same time the voice of God speaks from heaven and speaks of Him as His Son (Luke 3:22). John calls him the Word of God (John 1:1) who became flesh and so He brings the Word and Spirit of God together in bodily form. 

In conviction of sin and consequences we need both the Word and the Spirit. The Word explains the condition of man and the Spirit enables man to see the dire situation. It is not just an exercise of the mind to believe, but a quickening of the spirit of man which is impossible for one who is dead in sin. 

In turn, to bring change through salvation and forgiveness takes both Word and Spirit, to explain how to repent and to enable that turn around in existence. 

In continuing guidance and direction each of us must rely also on the Spirit and the Word together. The Word speaks to our hearts as the Spirit draws attention to its truth. They come together to bring continued change. 

Our future also depends on the unity of the Spirit and Word. We will not need the Word to be revealed to us because we will all have the truth in us and we will have the Spirit of God so everyone will know God. Heaven will be filled with the Spirit of God and truth. 

The importance of recognising the unity of Spirit and Word comes as the church at times and in places emphasises one over the other. The Word is used to manipulate people to things that are not of God. The Spirit of God is used as an excuse for behaviour that is not of God. It might be worth stopping to observe where neglect of one for the other has allowed abuse to occur in history and your experience. The work of God will always be where both Word and Spirit not only co-exist, but work together to bring transformation about. There is no disunity.
