Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 

Week 3. Biblical Depiction of the Holy Spirit
The Bible mentions the Holy Spirit in many places and often uses pictures to describe Him. This is often helpful in describing the indescribable presence of God. As we consider these pictures it is important to remember that all allegories have limitations and all similes will fall short of the full picture of the all-powerful Spirit of God. In discussing these pictures we'll look at how they help us consider the Spirit but also consider their limitations. 

The Pictures of the Holy Spirit.

Discussion Q5: What Pictures Does the Bible Use to Help Describe the Spirit?
Breath. In both Old and New Testaments the word for 'Spirit' can also be translated as breath. Last week we were considering the breath of God and the Word of God together and it can be helpful to consider the Spirit carrying the Word forward to the world. The concept of breath also helps us in picturing that the Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. The 'breath of God' has also a specific part to play in bringing life to all creation. It is the sustaining breath that gives life. (Ezekiel 37:9-10,14)

Wind. Like breath the concept of wind is about a force that moves things and changes them. Breath proceeds from someone and therefore can belong to someone where the concept of wind is more haphazard, that it just blows randomly and without discretion. The Spirit is not haphazard, but it is clear that we have no control over the wind. (John 3:8).
Water. The water of life fulfils and quenches your thirst. Without water there is no life, nothing is sustained and that is true also of the Spirit. Both the concepts of wind and water also give the clear evidence that the Spirit is not someone to be handled or grasped. (John 3:5).
Fire. The Holy Spirit is the one who burns in our lives, giving us vigour and enthusiasm, moving us to make a difference and obey our Father. He is also the one who burns up our faults and failures bringing a cleansing like the fire on the altar would burn up the sacrifice. (Acts 2:1-4).
Counsellor. In John 14 the translation of counsellor, advocate or helper is used to describe the Holy Spirit. These images help us see the Spirit as a person, not just a nameless force. The Holy Spirit guides and directs us in our lives, shows us what God has in mind, leads us in the right direction. He guides us into the truth and points us to the Father and the Son. He gives the leading and advice that can be trusted to be true and is always available to us. (John 14:16-17,26).
Dove. This is often the picture of the Spirit coming to rest on people, that He comes from outside into their lives. The picture of a dove is one of purity (doves were sacrificed at the Temple) but not the sort of naivety that many associate with innocence. The gentleness and purity of a dove express that He can be grieved and driven away if we choose to offend Him but not that He is powerless or weak. (John 1:32-34)

Drunkenness. In comparing being filled with the Spirit to being drunk (both in perception at Pentecost and in command not to be drunk) the Scripture emphasises that the Spirit takes control of your life as alcohol can. It is not the same descent into chaos, nor is there the same lack of control (we have a Spirit of self-control – Gal 5:22-23), but in the power to move you and lead you to greater things the Spirit can take the lead of your life. (Ephesians 5:19). 

Spirit / Ghost. Even the word Spirit itself is somewhat of a picture for us, being made in His image we can experience Spiritual things and the Spirit is a picture of essence and flow. The idea of a ghost is that of a Spiritual essence or power that has bodily form and often tradition called Him 'the Holy Ghost.' These images talk of something beyond the physical realm we are used to. 

Discussion Q6: How Would You Describe the Holy Spirit to Someone New?

When the disciples received the Spirit and preached on the day of Pentecost, they didn't know how to describe what was happening, people asked if they were drunk. It isn't so easy to describe who He is. In almost every attempt we go straight to how the Spirit moves in your life. Even then it is a complex thing to explain that in many things we might experience Him in the same way but in many ways we will differ.  

To help summarise the first three parts of the module I want you to try and describe the Holy Spirit now as He is and was and always will be. 

Your thoughts should include recognition that He is fully God, everything He says will be not just true, but the truth. You should realise that we experience Him, are moved by Him, changed by Him, as fire, water, wind, drunkenness or breath might impact us. He, being God, is endless and yet He can be personally experienced in your life at any moment.  

