Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 

Week 4. Conviction of the Holy Spirit
In the previous three weeks we have tried to build up a picture of who the Holy Spirit is and now we turn our attention to what He does. If we could summarise who He is as 'God, who comes to move in our world and our lives,' then that also gives us a starting point to what He does. 

The Primary Work of the Holy Spirit.

Discussion Q7: What is the Primary Aim or Work of the Holy Spirit?
As we consider the primary work of the Spirit, we recognise that as God, His primary work will be the work of God. If I asked what God's primary work is we see that He creates, moves and acts to bring glory to the Trinity. The aim of the Spirit therefore, is to bring glory to the Father and the Son. One of the primary methods of achieving this is through His relationship and grace towards mankind, that man might bring Him glory in all the universe (Ephesians 3:10). 

To do this the Spirit brings more than just an idea about God, or a theory, He brings the very presence of God. This is a transformational change that is the foundation of man's purpose, bringing glory to God through being totally transformed. 

There are a number of key verses about the Spirit that explain the work He does in our lives, bringing that presence of God to our reality. 

Ezekiel 36:26-27: In saying that He will take our stone and give us a heart of flesh, the Spirit is getting rid of what is hard and dead and replacing it with a beating heart. The Spirit brings life to what is stone. This life is the eternal life of God, the life that transcends this world. 

Ezekiel 37: Ezekiel continues as God takes him to a valley of dry bones. He tells him to prophesy and the bones have flesh again but it's only when the Spirit breathes life into them that they can become alive. Often people have all the bits together that bring salvation, they understand and know the Gospel, but they haven't got life until the Spirit quickens them. The Spirit brings life where there is none, only dust and dry bones. 
Romans 8:2: Romans explains that the Spirit of life sets us free from sin and death. The Spirit is able to make alive what was dead and set free what was a slave. He brings a personal experience of new life when we were trapped and lost in sin. 
Ephesians 1:17-21: This little passage has an incredible amount in it about the Spirit. Paul is praying that the Spirit will make real God in our lives; this means the knowledge of God, but also the experience of His power and the enthusiasm of the plan to make the saints the best of all He has. These things are revealed to us by the Spirit, not explained and in particular the power of God in our lives. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is in your life, because the Spirit is the same God. 
John 14:19-20: As John quotes Jesus saying He will send the Spirit we see that He is called the Spirit of truth. He brings not just an understanding of the truth, but an experience of it. Our eyes are opened by the Spirit to the presence and work of God and He also restores our relationship with God. We get to experience the presence of God in our lives, the reality of Him working in us and through us and know that we are one with Him, an astounding truth. 

The last verses we are going to look at here are slightly different. As people point to the work of the Spirit, they point to miracles, prophecy, tongues and great events. We might mention the change in our characters as the Spirit bears fruit. Often this last passage is quoted as a key one, which it is, because Peter quotes it on the day of Pentecost and says 'this is what is happening in front of you!' 
Joel 2:28-32: As people read the passage and hear about dreams and visions, they get excited about these things the Spirit does. The culmination of the passage though is when it explains that everyone who calls upon the name of The LORD will be saved. The work of the Spirit is always to this end, to bring the reality of God into people's lives. The miracles, tongues and gifts have relevance only as they are part of that work and journey, part in that plan and enable the church to contribute as the Spirit would lead, in helping people find the reality of God. 
Discussion Q8: Does the Spirit bring God to people or people to God?

I find this an interesting question. I would like to point out that He does both, but it is more complex than that. He is breathed out by God, sent by the Son and the Father and comes to us. Primarily He brings God to our lives. We are too blind to go and seek God, not good enough to come to Him or even alive enough to rouse our hope in Him. The Spirit must bring the life of God to our dry bones. It is amazing when we see people start on the journey, or grow in the experience of what the Spirit is doing. We see life flood into a dry heart and make things grow that were like stone. 

This comes first, bringing God to us. In response we will be drawn to Him (and one day will be brought to Him forever) but we only love because He first loved us. The Spirit must speak to our Spirit to say we are children of God, He must bring God to us. The pictures of the Spirit of God are all dynamic, active pictures: fire, wind, dove etc. so that we release He moves to us, He moves in us and He moves us to help others. He brings God to us, not just a knowledge about Him, but an experience of Him. It's not just a mental agreement or a feeling but a full life change and a complete change in status and a realisation of it. God, by His Spirit, makes the dead alive, the lost found, saves the helpless and quickens our soul. 

Whatever we call it, conviction, quickening, bringing salvation, making alive, bringing the knowledge of God, the first work of the Spirit is the work of bringing God to our lives. The other works of the Spirit are not secondary to this, but subsets of that work. They are things that He does to help towards the recognition and experience of the presence of God. The order is important because God must come to us first and that is what the Spirit does. What Jesus achieved on the cross the Spirit makes alive in our lives. What God planned for man, to bring us back, the Spirit makes alive in our lives. He brings God too man.  

