Membership of Dunoon Baptist Church
DBC is a member of the Baptist Union of Scotland and therefore we hold to the 3 Declarations of Principle of the BUS. Within this framework we have an open table but a closed membership. This means that anyone is welcome to our services and to join with us in communion (under their own scrutiny) but to be a member the current membership must agree to include you. This is because, as a congregational church, members share in making the key church decisions and therefore membership is precious.

Prerequisites for membership:
To apply for membership at DBC we would expect the following criteria to be met:

1) That you are trusting Jesus for your salvation and can give testimony to being His disciple.

2) That you have been baptised as a believer, preferably by immersion.

3) That you are committed to regular involvement in church life. 

The joining process:
Someone wishing to become a member of the church should apply through one of the deacons of the church. They would then be interviewed by 2 current members of the church (at least one of whom should be a deacon). The interviewers would check the prerequisites above and outline the expectations of a member below. They would also ask any expectations of the applicant. If they are satisfied that the applicant is suitable for membership they will take this to the deacons who in turn will take it to a members meeting. 

At the members meeting the interviewers will both feed back about the applicant and their testimony. Members will have an opportunity to feed back anything else relevant about the applicant. A recommendation will be made, usually with the unanimous backing of the diaconate, that they be included in membership. A vote will take place. Any vote should be close to unanimous. 

If the applicant is successful they will be publicly accepted into membership, with prayer and a handshake, by the deacons at a service of the church. 

In the case of a transfer of membership from another Baptist Church the applicant will still have to be interviewed and the member's meeting will still have to be held. They will be welcomed as new members in the same way. A recommendation from their previous church might be invited. 

Expectation of members:
All members of DBC are asked to be committed and generous. They are asked to be committed to the services of the church, recognising that attendance for some might be difficult. They are asked to be committed to prayer for their church family. They will be asked to commit their skills and gifting to the local church and taking active roles in our church community. Every member should have an active role in the church. 

In addition a member should be generous. They should be generous with finances, recognising a tithe (10% of your income) as a standard of God's generosity. Some might give more and some might afford less but we give generously. In addition we give our time and gifting generously, serving one another and reaching the wider community together. You should not be driven to exhaustion but should show selfless generosity with your time and energy. We also expect members to be generous in how we treat one another, recognising that unity is one of God's great goals for the church and includes people with different styles and views. We generously support one another despite differing opinions. We are gentle with people of differing ages, energy levels or capabilities. 
