Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 
Week 6. Receiving the Holy Spirit
In the first three weeks we have tried to build up a picture of who the Holy Spirit is and then we considered what His purpose is in bringing God to our lives. This will bring conviction and change and He will live out His attributes in us, the fruit of who He is. The question then comes how do we receive the Spirit?

The Invitation of the Holy Spirit.

Discussion Q11: What Phrases does the Bible use for Receiving the Spirit?
The Bible talks about His people getting the Holy Spirit from God and it comes in two parts. Firstly there is the giving of His Spirit from God and then secondly there is our receiving Him.

We will look at 3 perspectives on what is happening at the point of receiving the Spirit and then compare them all to the Biblical experiences and accounts of receiving the Spirit.

The first perspective is those that believe that when you receive Christ you also at that moment receive from God the Holy Spirit. You have received in full the Spirit's presence and power. 

The second perspective is that later on you can have an experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit separately from that. There is a definite time when you receive a 'second blessing' or additional filling of the Spirit that makes you a new person.  
The third perspective sounds similar to the second but is different, that on your conversion you receive the Spirit but after that you can receive the filling of the Spirit at any point to enable you to do specific and amazing things from God, miracles and works of power, enabled by the Holy Spirit. 

Which perspective makes sense to you? What are your experiences? What might it look like if we invite the Spirit into our lives?

We're going to ask if our perspective matches with the Biblical description of what happens when you receive the Spirit. To do this we will discuss the different terms for the Spirit entering our lives that the Bible uses.
Terms for the receiving of the Holy Spirit

Receiving the Spirit
In John 20:22 Jesus breathes on His disciples and says “Receive the Holy Spirit.” This simple statement says that at that point the Spirit would be in the disciples. The following verse suggests that because the Spirit will be with them from that point on they will have power. 
Being Filled With the Spirit 
On the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:4 it says that the disciples were filled with the Spirit and were able to speak in other languages and do amazing things. The term for filling with the Spirit is also the term most often used in the Old Testament, saying that specific people were filled for a specific time for a specific work for God. It could be suggesting a more influential experience than the receiving of the Spirit above and that's why there are different views. 

The Spirit Poured Out
This refers to times when a number of people receive the Spirit or are filled with the Spirit at the same time. In fact Joel 2:28 says He will pour out His Spirit on all people. It could be considered to be what we would now call a revival. As with other descriptions of receiving the Spirit there should be evidence of a change. As Peter claims this as what is happening in Acts 2:17-18 on the day of Pentecost it really describes the change in the covenants and times. He is saying that from this day on these are the last days and the Spirit will not be for a few but for many. Everyone who is in Christ now will be part of this pouring out of the Spirit. 

Being Baptised in the Spirit 
Being baptised in the Spirit is only mentioned once in the Bible at Jesus' baptism. Acts 19 could also be considered to talk about the Spirit in this way. It is contrasted with John's baptism (like Apollos in Acts 18, or the baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3). Baptism is a sign of commitment and dedication as a disciple but when Jesus comes we receive a sign that is internal. In Acts 19 they had not received the Spirit, they were baptised in Jesus and received the Spirit. Baptism doesn't seem to be different to receiving the Spirit at conversion. 

The Spirit Descending
At Jesus' baptism the Spirit descended on Him like a dove. At Pentecost the Spirit descends as flames of fire. It is a sign that the gift of the Spirit comes down from God to us. It doesn't seem to be a different experience from the others (although everything that happens with Jesus is different from us!) but just a clear expression that it is God's work not ours. 
Being Born of the Spirit 
In John 3 Jesus says to Nicodemus that he must be born of the Spirit (v5,8). Nicodemus had lots of knowledge about Scripture and faith but had not received the Spirit. Being born of the Spirit is again like receiving the Spirit, it is contrasted with the world. People born of the Spirit have a new life. Galatians 4:29 mentions the child born of the Spirit in that Isaac was not conceived as normal but when Sarah was 99 years old. The contrast is  with Ishmael and not being chosen and filled by God. 

Laying on of Hands
There are occasions where people receive specific experiences of the Holy Spirit when Jesus, elders or church leaders lay hands on them. In some cases they receive healing or miracles and in some cases they receive the Spirit as in Acts 8:14-19. 

Are there many experiences of receiving the Spirit?
Although the Bible uses many different phrases for the Spirit entering our lives it seems that most of them boil down to just two types of experience. The first is the Spirit entering our lives for the first time. The second is an experience of the Holy Spirit doing something specific beyond that. It seems that receiving the Spirit is contrasted with not having Him in your life. 

How do we handle different views?
In saying that we recognise different views we don't want to force someone to accept things how we do it. Unity requires different ways of understanding, otherwise it is uniformity. Yet there are some legitimate concerns we do need to avoid. 

Firstly, if someone suggests that others are not really Christians or not as special as they are because they haven't had the same experience of the Spirit. Most often this will evidence in those who hold the second view, who may suggest that others who have not had a 'second blessing' are like second class Christians. The Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance and assures us that we are children of God so that is really unhelpful. 

The second concern might be more likely in those that hold the first view, that is that if I have the Spirit now I just keep doing what I do and don't really give Him room to inspire or move me. This may lead to doubt about works of the Spirit or a lack of belief in miracles and the power of prayer. 

Thirdly there can be questions about whether there is an in between state, such that you have received the Spirit but are not filled with the Spirit. It may be that although I have the Spirit of God living in my life I don't let Him into parts of my daily living. 

Discussion Q12: Does being filled by the Spirit refer to a once off experience?

It would be a good thing to be filled with the Holy Spirit all the time. If He is in our lives all the time then giving Him room to work in us will be allowing Him to fill us. There are times that we feel inspired and recognise a powerful thing the Spirit is doing. It happens to Jesus, Peter and Paul many times and clearly is not a once off experience. 
