Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 
Week 7. Gifts of the Holy Spirit
In the first three weeks we tried to build up a picture of who the Holy Spirit is, that is, being God, then we considered what His purpose is in bringing God to our lives. As a subset of bringing God to our lives we consider some of the things He does through our lives. 

The Purpose of the Spiritual Gifts.

Discussion Q13: What Are the Spiritual Gifts given for?
The fruit of the Spirit is for everyone. When God comes into your life He obviously brings His own nature. So we receive love, hope, joy and patience from Him, because that is who He is. There are however times when the Spirit wants to do unique things in our lives. 

Gifts are for glory
All that the Spirit does brings glory to the Father and the Son. 1 Corinthians 12:3 says that no-one speaking with the Spirit of God can say 'Jesus be cursed' and no-one can says 'Jesus is Lord' except by the Spirit. The Gifts it mentions after then should also proclaim that Jesus is Lord by what they say of Him and what they achieve. Glory to God is our first aim and the gifts should form a unique part of that.

These things are designed to benefit the people of God. Ephesians 4 v12-13 says that Spiritual gifts are given to equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fulness of God. 1 Corinthians 12 v 7 says that to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. In addition the gifts are given as the Spirit determines (1 Corinthians 12:11) or Ephesians 4:7 puts it that grace is given as Christ apportions it.

So gifts are not given to people to help them, they still belong to the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12 says they are given to match with the service that He would have you do. But the key to this is not that He gives you a gift and sends you to use it, He moves in your life and works with you to impact others. 

Gifts are about unity
Ephesians 4:3 says 'make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit and then it goes on to speak about gifting. Unity is very important to God. He loves diversity and yet made us all in His image. We all bring something for the common good but it will be unique. God is unity and so His body should reflect His unity. The body is made of many parts, each unique, but combining to do things that no individual could do alone. Therefore everyone has gifts, but no-one has them all. We are supposed to need each other. 

Gifts are not talents 
Spiritual gifts are for the glory of God and therefore our sinful natures are not capable of them. This means non-Spiritual people can't have them. Our gifts therefore are different from our talents as everyone can have talents. For example, playing piano is a talent, but drawing people to worship with music is a Spiritual gift. You can practice talents but you are given gifts. Talents you can earn but you can't earn gifts.

Irrespective of character 

The Spirit brings the character of God into our lives but our sinful nature is just as rotten as it was before. Gifting isn't a sign of a changed character or repentance. The Spirit indwells us and when we do not live by the Spirit we are as broken as ever before. Sometimes we respect a powerful preacher or someone who does miracles and yet when they are not living by the Spirit they may do horrendous things. It is important not to raise up the reputation of those who are gifted because the glory must go to God. When Saul raised his own profile for example then the Spirit left him (1 Samuel 16:14). Most often in the Bible it shows that the Spirit of God does amazing things despite the huge failures of the people He is working through. Gifting therefore doesn't make you a better person. 

Gifts are for Service
1 Corinthians 12 v 4-6 matches our gifting with the service we are being called to. If God wants you to do something for Him He will enable you to do it. That makes sense. We should see that with gifting comes calling, in the big preachers and missionaries but also in those who give money and clean floors. We are enabled by God to do things for His glory and with His joy. Enjoy the service He called you to and see Him leading. Denying the capability to do some work of service is denying that the Spirit is in it. 

Gifts are Temporary and they change
Because gifts are for service, if God wants you to do a different work He will give you a different gift. A powerful preacher will probably not always have been so, maybe they were gifted with prayer or mercy before. Someone who does miracles with the Holy Spirit may go on to be a prophet or an evangelist. If you see God enabling you to do something now, then serve Him now, listen to Him now. Don't worry about the gifting that may be to come. 

Gifts don't make you more important
Many people think their gift makes them important in the church but that will only puff us up. If gifts are for service then being gifted should make us servants. The glory should go to God not to us and our reputation should be irrelevant. Serve powerfully by giving all the glory to God. 

Discussion Q14: What Spiritual Gifts are there? What gifts do you have?

Lists of Gifts
In Paul's letters he makes 4 lists of gifts; Romans 12 v 6-8, Ephesians 4 v 11-12, and 1 Corinthians 12 v 8-10 and v 28-31. In making four different lists Paul probably doesn't see them as exhaustive, even combined. As people consider gifting they might think some of them are the same gift or different. In our 'Getting In' programme at the church we consider 7 gifts (which are character and attitude gifts) but other lists might include more than 25. 
Essentially the Spirit wants to move you to do different things to benefit the church as a whole and to bring glory to God. He uses our diverse natures and positions to give us unique opportunities for which He provides abilities. These could be very diverse opportunities and therefore diverse gifting.

To help us consider our own gifting we are going to use a website called giftstest.com. It lists 22 different gifts and gives a brief outline of what they are. You and I may not conclusively agree on the descriptions of all the gifts but it gives us a starting point. 
On looking at the list of gifts it is clear that some of them will be obvious whether you have them or not, for example speaking in tongues or doing miracles. If you pray for miracles and they happen then you could be considered to have that gift. 
Others are things that we're all called to do, for example, prayer, evangelism, giving and mercy but some people have a particular skill in these areas and will be used more often by God to do these things and to achieve more for His glory through them. 
Some are attitude gifts, the way we see the world and what we value. We will show mercy because we value people, we may teach because we believe in the power of the Word of God and we may have faith because God has deeply rooted us. 
Read through the list, is there others you would include? Is there some you think might be similar? Might you leave some out?
Now we will take the test to see what gifts this website suggests we have. Remember it is not always conclusive and gifts change over time. There are 66 questions to guide us. Write the results of your gifts test below and we will discuss them next week. 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
Are you surprised by the results? Confirmation from others can support or challenge the ideas. Remember they are all for building up and supporting and should never be used manipulatively.

Combine these gifts with the opportunities you might have. Consider what might God invite you to do alongside Him. Isn't it exciting?

