Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 
Week 8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit
In the first three weeks we tried to build up a picture of who the Holy Spirit is, that is, being God, then we considered what His purpose is in bringing God to our lives and through our lives. We turn our attention to what He does in the church. 

The Role of the Spirit in Churches.

Discussion Q17: What Are the Roles for the Holy Spirit in Your Church?
The Spirit is the one who makes the church alive. It is Him who brings truth and life. The limit of a church's power is the amount that the Spirit does in the church. Or, the amount that we allow the Spirit to do in the church. If we are doing something without the Spirit, where does the power come from? Are we faking the Spirit sometimes in our church. 
We will go on to look at denominations and their emphasis on the role of the Spirit, but first we ask the question of what the Spirit is allowed to do in a local church. Here are some things the Spirit should be involved in;
Unity
The Spirit brings people together. We should love one another because of the Spirit. We should be a blessing to one another because of the Spirit. What evidence is there of the unity of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:3) in your local church and between your local church and others?
Gifting
People in your church should have gifts from the Spirit and therefore should have roles that match with their gifting. What roles are included in the services and outreach of your church?
Conviction
Evangelical churches in particular have an emphasis on conviction. As we run outreach events and encourage people to share their faith we expect and need the Spirit to turn that to conviction and to bring about salvation. Does your church allow Him to lead in Gospel outreach? 
Leading Services
It is assumed that in most churches that the Spirit is leading the services of the church, but is that the case? How does the presence of the Spirit manifest? How do we know that He is deciding what happens in a service?

Making Decisions
If the Spirit is the counsellor then He should be leading in decision making processes. As a Baptist Church we say we gather as a congregation to make decisions to together find the mind of Christ and the leading of the Spirit. Is that evident?

Church Discipline
In Matthew 18:20 it says that where 2 or 3 are gathered there He is in the midst of them. What we bind on earth will be bound in heaven. In the context of church discipline it is saying the Spirit should be right with us as we challenge behaviour and direction. 
Answered Prayer
We believe that when we pray God hears and the Spirit answers. We pray believing that the Spirit is hearing. How much of our prayer times together evidence that absolute need for the presence of the Spirit? Do we just pray for the sick or do we believe in the power of the Spirit to change lives and answer our deeper needs?

Some churches ask Him for more.
In addition to these areas there are churches that will seek a revelation of the Spirit in other ways. These might be a challenge to traditional churches, beyond arguments of gifting but into the role of the Spirit. What is your experience of these things in the church?

Claiming Power over sin
More Pentecostal churches will claim victory. People pray demanding that God do something, because He promised. People claim the promises of the Bible for themselves and expect answers to prayers. One claim is the power to win in Spiritual warfare. Many current churches sing of victory, teach victory and demand victory of the Spirit.

Prophecy
The need for prophecy in the church is emphasised more by some than others to the extent that some churches give over a large proportion of services to words of knowledge and wisdom, prophecies, prophetic visions and pictures and praying over people personally for situations asking for a word for them. 

Atmosphere / Emotional Movement
Many of the more charismatic practices that people struggle with are those that invite an emotional response. The Spirit speaks to our Spirit more than our emotions, deep cries out to deep (Romans 8:16, Psalm 42:7). Worship music is emotive, but if it is not leading you to worship, is it Spiritual? If I feel spiritual, am I more Spiritual? Being slain in the Spirit, roaring like lions and many other practices that are designed to be emotive have been a challenge to the mainstream church. Is the Spirit indwelling each of us or does He create an atmosphere of Spirituality?

Denominations and the Spirit
Many new churches and denominations have developed throughout the last 2000 years of the church. Often the new denomination comes about because the church has not been allowing the Spirit to lead and guide. For example, the reformation came about because Martin Luther saw that every Christian should have a role in living for and with Jesus and not just the priests. Some of the denominations have made a marked change in the church regarding the role of the Holy Spirit. We will consider some of them here. 

Discussion Q18: What church denominations do you know? What do they say about the Spirit?

What New Denominations have Brought.
Each denomination brought either a new emphasis on some work of the Spirit or a return to something we had forgotten. Here are some denominational movement s with the impact they have had;

Empowering the Clergy vs Priesthood of all Believers
The reformation brought a new emphasis on all of us knowing Jesus and being led by the Spirit as Luther talked of the Priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:9). Not only the clergy should know the Spirit but all of us should be led by Him. 
Spirit-led Services (Quakers, Brethren)
Some churches have no human plan for the elements of a church service, allowing the Spirit to lead in services. This might be all of their services or just some. It asks God to speak and inspire members to take part. 
Politics and the Spirit (Anglican Church)
The connection between church and state has been a challenge for centuries as wars occur when church and politics get mixed. From the crusades to the troubles in Northern Ireland and the fact that Christians didn't intervene in Nazi Germany, Apartheid in South Africa and genocides has shown that the church can be embarrassed as it takes part in human politics. Yet the creation of Christian countries allows freedom to ministers, evangelists and others to share the message freely. 

Baptist churches have long been associated with counteracting this, saying that church and state should be separate. The recognition that the Kingdom of God is not a national state is the challenge that each of us is responsible for ourselves. 
Covenantal Church (Presbyterian Church)
Covenantal churches bring their children up through the system, just as the Jewish community were to train and include their own children. In the place of circumcision you have child baptism but the ideology is that of development and training. Sometimes this can lead to the exclusion of Spiritual impact as we train to a programme we are familiar with. 
Emphasis on the Miraculous (Charismatic, Pentecostal)
The Pentecostal churches in the late 1800s made a huge impact inviting the Spirit to be front and centre in the services and community. In the 1900s this continued to manifest in a variety of ways that other churches often disagreed with such as second blessing, being slain in the Spirit and chaotic services. However the clear desire to invite the Spirit to lead us should be admired and should impact the church today. 
Focus on Conviction of the Spirit (Methodism)
The Methodist churches would send travelling preachers to a local community. After he had preached there for a while he would move on. Always the goal was to see people saved and they would expect to go to a community and that the Spirit would change lives. The conviction of the Holy Spirit was key in this evangelistic outworking. 
Music and the Spirit (Hillsongs)
Many modern churches have a massive event as their church service. Key to these events is emotive worship and quality musical presentation. There are churches such as Hillsongs, Bethel and City Alight that are known around the world for their music. The Spirit is expected to create the atmosphere of these churches and other church work is primarily done in home group or small group.
The Spirit and Morality (African Episcopal churches)
Many African churches left the Anglican communion because of a lack of morality. They said that if the Spirit was present there would not be immorality. The Spirit Himself has no immorality, because He is God and we define morality by God's attributes. Should we not expect a more moral community?
Spiritual Warfare and churches
Although exorcisms and witch hunts and inquisitions are tragic heritage of the church through the ages some of the reasoning behind it is because the battle is clearly a Spiritual one. Modern churches claim victory, try to take the land, prayer walk and call on God to give them this place. The Spirit is concerned primarily with salvation and His victory there is assured. Do we sometimes claim victory when humility should be our goal? Should we be more aware of the Spiritual fight?

These different elements of church ask the question 'What should the Spirit be doing in our churches?' and if the success of the church relies on the Spirit entirely then how do we let Him lead?
