Module Bas-F6
The Holy Spirit
Module Subjects

1. The Spirit in the Godhead

2. The Spirit and the Word

3. Biblical Depiction of the Spirit

4. Conviction of the Spirit 

5. Fruit of the Spirit 

6. Receiving the Spirit 

7. Spiritual Gifts and Cessation

8. Church Denominations and the Holy Spirit 

9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit 
Week 9. Keeping in Step with the Spirit.
We have looked at who the Spirit is and what the Spirit does and last week we considered how different church communities have allowed the Spirit to impact who they are and what they do. 
Today we are going to talk about 2 opposites – keeping in step with the Spirit, and firstly offending the Holy Spirit.  

Quenching or Offending the Holy Spirit.

Discussion Q19: What Might it Mean to Offend the Spirit and What Might be the Consequences?
The Spirit is the one who leads and guides in our lives as Christians. He is the presence of God in our lives. We recognise that He is Holy and faultless and everything He does is Holy and faultless. Even so, somehow He comes to lives in the lives of people who are sinful. His presence in our lives doesn't automatically drive out our sinful nature. The battle rages on. 

What does it mean when we lose a battle? What happens when we choose to follow our sinful nature. Nothing good comes from it, sin begets sin but the sinful nature does not own us. We've been bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:19). So the answer is to turn back again and live by the Spirit. He is still there. 

The Bible does suggest that there are a number of ways to frustrate the Spirit, each with consequences:

Blasphemy against the Spirit.
In the Gospels, in Matthew 12:31-32, Mark 3:28-30 and Luke 12:10 Jesus is debating with Pharisees and accuses them of blaspheming against the Holy Spirit. He says there is no forgiveness, in this life or the next for this sin. What they were doing was accusing Jesus of doing miracles by the power of the devil. They were saying that the work of God is the work of the devil and that the Spirit was an evil spirit. This is not just misappropriating power or doing something wrong, but declaring that the work of God in salvation is corrupt and sinful. There is no solution for this. Jesus responds to say “You can accuse me all you like, but don't declare God's work to be the work of the enemy. The Spirit does good and right. He brings salvation.” See Mark 3:30, Matthew 12:33-34. If the question is against what salvation is, as a work of God, then where is there salvation?

Insulting the Spirit. 
Hebrews 10:26-31 says that we insult the Spirit and trample on the blood of the covenant if we continue in deliberate sin. This seems to suggest that just sinning causes us to be lost (but v36 talks of persevering as a resolution). To insult the Spirit in this way is to choose the life of sin rather than life with the Spirit. If we choose not to live with Him we're saying that He has no place in us and that His work has not changed anything. The consequences of this are that we are enemies of God, a position which no one can come back from.

Grieving the Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 4:30 is talking about something different though. While the other two are deliberate acts of opposing the Spirit of God, grieving Him must be something different. It is presented as part of a list of things not to do, but that are clearly forgivable. Grieving the Holy Spirit might be pushing Him out of part of your life, not listening to what He wants you to do or doing something He would not do. Certainly all of these things are forgiven and you can return to listening to the Spirit. 

Quenching the Holy Spirit.
This command, not to quench the Holy Spirit is given in context of a communal church setting. 1 Thessalonians 5:19 is referring to the Spirit and prophecies. In church we need to allow the Spirit to have controlling power over our services and lives. When we meet together we need to be listening to Him and being guided by Him so that His will is done.

Think about the action, the consequence and the resolution of each of these problems.

The opposite of all these things, at whatever level of enmity with God and the Spirit, is to live by the Spirit or keep in step with the Spirit. Let us consider what that looks like. 

Discussion Q20: What does it mean to keep in step with  the Spirit?

Living by the Spirit.
Galatians 5:25 says “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” Living by the Spirit is allowing Him control and letting Him be the Counsellor, guide and decision maker in our lives. Living by the Spirit, as we read earlier in the chapter, is contrasted with living by the sinful nature. Living by the Spirit is letting God in.
Keeping in Step with the Spirit.
In marching, keeping in step is about ordering yourself with the lead marcher. Everyone takes their mark from him and as he moves, so do they. If the Spirit is leading you, your job is not to decide where to go, or what should be done, but to stick beside the one who makes those decisions. If you are listening to Him, you cannot make a wrong decision. He is the decision maker and you are listening. 
It does make it more important though to make sure you know who you are listening to. Other guides can try to sound like the Spirit and so we are always advised to test the Spirits to see if it is Him or some other. We need to keep our Spiritual ears open to Him and to walk daily at His side. 
This is given in the context of the church too. We should be listening to Him and sticking closely to His plan. That is the most amazing opportunity and the sign that we are the people of God. 
All our discussions on the Spirit are not to bring us confusion or dissension. We want to encourage one another to joy, peace and security. We want to have that assurance. In this section we have been saying that Jesus can forgive almost everything, except being an enemy of God. That should give us assurance that we are not lost. We should also be encouraged that keeping in step with the Spirit is the best place to be. If we are close to Him we will be doing the most amazing things, things that God would do. You can walk with Him.
