Module Min-S1
Biblical Studies and the Book of Joel
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Studies

2. Biblical Studies for Yourself

3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach

4. Biblical Studies Resources

5. Understanding Context

6. Teaching in Context

7. Joel

8. Implementing Tools in Joel

9. Shared Teaching
Assignment Topics
If you want to complete the module you need to present a Bible Study on the selected passage from Joel and also write a report on one of the following subjects:

1. What tools are available to help with Biblical studies and which do you find useful?

2. How does studying the Bible differ from daily reading for yourself?

3. In what contexts do you need a deeper understanding of a Biblical passage?

4. How might the context of a passage impact how you read it? Use an example passage.
Week 1. Biblical Studies
In the next few weeks we will discuss what it means to study the Bible. It requires us to have a high view of the Bible as God's Word and a desire to invest in our knowledge of it. 
In Hebrews 5:11-14 the writer is frustrated because the church should really be eating Spiritual meat, but they're still Spiritual babies, needing milk. He says they aught to be teachers but they are still so naïve. Biblical studies is about getting deeper in knowledge and insight through studying the Bible.

Looking for Knowledge.

Discussion Q1: What Place has Knowledge in our Churches?
In simple terms, being a Christian is a relationship with Jesus, not just an understanding of how to behave, but knowledge is a part of our faith. Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love the LORD our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength so our mind plays a part in what we believe and what we are. 

In the reformation (and partly because it happened alongside the enlightenment) there was a greater emphasis put on knowing God for yourself and therefore education was a big part of faith. The emphasis on believing focussed on what we know and how we can also know that we are Christians. 

There is a question in the church about the relationship between believing, behaving and belonging, what order they come in and how connected they are. Does what we know matter more than how we act or our relationships? Whatever focus, there is a question about how important what we know is to our faith. 

What is the question you would ask, or your church; Do you believe in Jesus? Do you trust Jesus? Do you know Jesus? Do you live for Jesus? A different emphasis can show an underlying conception of what faith is.

Likewise, when we ask about what it means to grow as a Christian we might emphasise growing in knowledge, in love, in action and service or in trust. To grow as a Christian in the New Testament very often meant maturing and maturity is closely linked to knowledge. 

Personally, I would value wisdom (knowing what decision to make) over knowledge (knowing what facts are correct) and would value trust (knowing who is God of these things) over both of these. Nevertheless, knowledge is a foundation stone for wisdom and an indicator of trust. What verses would you think of about knowledge?

Do we think of 1 Cor 8:1 – Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Or Eph 3:19 – May you know (by experience) this love that surpasses knowledge (facts and evidence). Or Phil 1:9 – I pray that your love may abound through knowledge and depth of insight. Proverbs 1:7 – The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge but fools despise wisdom and understanding. There are many more about the value of knowledge.

The Word and Knowledge. 
In saying that Biblical Studies is about gaining knowledge we are declaring the Bible to be the key source of wisdom and knowledge. If we want to know truth the Bible is where we will find it. If we want to make wise decisions, the Bible is the key guide. It is not that God is confined in sharing truth, all creation and all of our hearts and lives are made to declare the truth and knowledge of God, but in His Word He uniquely sets out His plan. 

It might seem obvious, but when we say that the Bible is the Word of God (which I hope is a common understanding) we are declaring it to be absolutely true. It is the plan of God. It is His revelation of Himself. Jesus is the one true Living Lord and the Word is the one true description of who He is. The Holy Spirit can inspire us to speak what is true and do what is right, but it will all match with the Word because it is the definition of truth. 

So Biblical Studies is studying the Bible. The question of what the Bible is needs to be answered in advance. For more on this perhaps look at the module “What is the Bible?” If it is God's Word, then it should be honoured and obeyed. So what does it mean to study it?

Discussion Q2: What does it mean to study?
Studying
Clearly Biblical studies is about studying. Studying is about increasing both the breadth and the depth of our knowledge, wisdom and experience. 

Firstly there is a breadth to our knowledge. We can know all the books of the Bible, what is in them, what they say about God's plans and where I fit in them. Secondly there is a depth to knowledge. We can investigate more deeply and thoroughly what is said. There is many meanings to words, many points that can be understood about the Bible, every verse, picture, person and word. The goal of study is to increase our knowledge of God through knowing His Word. We can identify our place in His Kingdom and the plans He has. 

Alongside knowledge we want to gather wisdom, the ability to make good decisions based on what we know. Our goal is to choose correctly because we know correctly. Then out of that we hope our love abounds  through knowledge (Phil 1:9), that we might live and love correctly because we know correctly. Our heart, soul, mind and body are all connected and what your mind knows will influence your heart and soul and what you do too. 

Questions
Part of studying well is asking the right questions. In science you propose a hypothesis (ask a question) and then you investigate that (try to find the answer). Asking the right question is important. Biblical Studies, as we study individual passages, is trying to get deeper into what it says and how it is relevant by asking good questions about it.

In Biblical Studies we want to see an answer to all of these questions as we look at the Bible...

What is God saying?

What is God saying to me personally?

What am I supposed to do about it?

What does it say about God?

What does it say about the human condition?

What does it say about salvation?

What does it say about His people?

What does it say of the future?

All of these questions and more are helpful in studying. Studying is often looking for answers. When we are teaching we also try and provide answers to questions. Maybe we propose the question or maybe we assume the question but we are trying to help others find answers too.

When Jesus took the disciples on a journey, it was a journey of revelation. The Bible is God revealing Himself and His plan so we don't just want an answer, we want a revelation of God in His Word. 

We will discuss the tools in following weeks and how to gather a contextual understanding of what you're reading, then we'll work together on the book of Joel. We have begun by considering what it means to do Biblical Studies, to seek the knowledge and truth of the Bible on a wider and deeper level. 
