Module Min-S1
Biblical Studies and the Book of Joel
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Studies

2. Biblical Studies for Yourself

3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach

4. Biblical Studies Resources

5. Understanding Context

6. Teaching in Context

7. Joel

8. Implementing Tools in Joel

9. Shared Teaching
Assignment Topics
If you want to complete the module you need to present a Bible Study on the selected passage from Joel and also write a report on one of the following subjects:

1. What tools are available to help with Biblical studies and which do you find useful?

2. How does studying the Bible differ from daily reading for yourself?

3. In what contexts do you need a deeper understanding of a Biblical passage?

4. How might the context of a passage impact how you read it? Use an example passage.
Week 2. Biblical Studies for Yourself
In the next few weeks we will discuss what it means to study the Bible to teach. It is helpful to begin that process with comparison in how it might differ from reading for yourself.  We recommend people read regularly for themselves and the goals of that type of reading are different. 
Quiet Times and Personal Bible Study.

Discussion Q3: What is the Goal of Having a Private Quiet Time?
If being a Christian is about walking with God then reading His Word is to encourage you to do that. It has a different set of aims than the sort of specific studies we are going to be looking at. What questions might you ask yourself if you are reading a passage for personal growth? 

It is more likely to be questions about “What does this passage mean to me?” than “What does this passage mean?” It is about appropriating that Scripture to your life. We might ask “What do you want me to do about this situation?” and seek answers for personal goals or worries. We want to hear calling and experience answers to fears and direction in our lives. The Bible is the voice of God we seek, asking what He wants us to do and be. We seek assurance and encouragement and hope and peace. 

In contrast, Biblical Studies is about getting to grips with exactly what the message is saying. It might not be personal to us, it might be clear truth. The overall picture is important and the context, both historically and in the position in the text.  

Relationship.
The goal of personal study is building relationship. If you know God's Word deeply you will have a deeper relationship. We want to know what He says, understand His voice and become familiar with how God talks with us. In building a relationship you need a broad selection of conversations, so you know how they react in a wider context. You also need those deeper, sometimes troubling conversations where you get to know deeper into their heart and soul. 

Think for a moment about building a deeper relationship with a person. What kind of conversations do you need to have? Often I think of the Bible in a pew at church as God's Word to whoever is listening, but my Bible is God's Word to me!  

Studying for yourself.
In looking for answers in Scripture it is still important to know the framework and context when studying for yourself. You will also have questions about things you don't understand. You are capable of investigating deeply the Word of God. There are useful tools (week 4 is set aside for these) that will help you with that, but the key one is a good Bible. 

A Good Bible: Translation
There are people who are convinced only one translation is acceptable. I don't think this is the case. There are cases (such as the Jehovah's Witness Bible) where the writers intentionally translate it incorrectly to mask the truth but I believe most translators are doing the best job they can to help people understand God's Word. There is a combination we are looking for of readability and accuracy. The goal of readability is to present it in a way that things can be understood by the reader. The question about accuracy is accurate to what? Those who hold the King James Version (KJV) to be the best will say “accurate to the Latin Vulgate” which is exactly the text from which the King James was indirectly taken. But now we have Syrian manuscripts and older Jewish and Hebraic texts that are also copies of Biblical passages and some date back to before the Latin. Some translations try and find a combination of these and keeps all their meaning. I will concede that modernising translations to fit current culture is not helpful. If the goal is readability and understanding, fair enough, but not to avoid offence. Paraphrases also simplify and use modern colloquialisms and as a main translation sometimes lack the accuracy of what is said in the original. 

Translation is not easy. Since we don't speak Greek or Hebrew it is difficult for us to say how accurate it is to the original. We can access online translations that are in original languages. To show how difficult translation is we will look at a few well known verses in the Greek Bible online. 

Sometimes it is helpful to have several translations and to compare them. Without knowing the original language we can grasp what it is saying from combining several translations. As an example of a verse for comparison, why not compare something with crude language, such as Ezekiel 23:20, to see how accurate and also readable different translations are. 

In general I find that if I compare translations they essentially say the same thing. I want to hear from God so I don't mind which translation people read from. For more on translation see the notes from the “What is the Bible?” module. 

A Good Bible: Additional Features.
Let's be honest, we all love a good map, but a good study Bible should have more than that. These help us really go from just reading it to studying it in more detail. Let's consider the following features:

Notes on the Page
Notes on the page help us get straight answers about questions we have on particular verses. These are written by other authors and are only as reliable as those authors. They often answer the questions we were thinking about units, words, history etc. They also usually identify where other Bibles differ or where a different translation could exist. 
Notes on Books and Bible concepts
Some Bibles have notes at the start of books and at the beginning and end. They help us understand authorship and history and context for the books. They might include notes on different theologies, words, histories (such as a time line), characters and guides. 
Concordance
At the back of some Bibles there is a shortened concordance of all the key Biblical words with verses they are found in. It helps us find verses on a word or subject or look up those verses we can't quite remember. A complete concordance (such as Strong's or Young's) are less common these days but they list every time it lists each word in the Bible (including a, the and and) with the Hebrew and Greek and Aramaic equivalents where they are used. A concordance is quite often replaced by an online search engine these days, such as Bible Gateway. 
Cross-References
Beside each verse in some Bibles there is a list of other verses which the author has considered to be on a similar or relevant subject. This allows you to find other verses to back up studies or help you get meanings. It also lets you get lost in a long chain of looking for the next verse until you get totally sidetracked!

Through the Bible in One Year and Reading Lists
Some Bibles have other tools, such as verses to read if you are thinking about..., Bible in a year plans, guides for reading systematically. Sometimes it is a Bible outline that helps keep us reading consistently.

Discussion Question 4: How Regularly do you Read the Bible and how Regularly do you Study the Bible?

In your Bible God is speaking to you, but how do you ensure you hear what He is saying? It is a task of studying personally to make sure you are listening. Honesty and openness are not common characteristics and as we read we need to do so in submission. Do you ask for the heart to listen? Do you check yourself every time you read? 

Asking good questions is vital for getting the most out of studying. If you ask questions where you already have an answer then you have to overcome your own voice as you read. If you don't ask questions you can walk away without anything really going in. Good questions are open and receptive and focused on building relationships. 

Are you a people person? I am motivated by people and it helps me in teaching in a church context because I want to speak into lives through the Word of God. I find it helpful to make deals with people, to read with others and for others. 

Key verses about the Bible include Hebrews 5:11-14, 2 Timothy 3:14-17, Hebrews 4:12-13 and 2 Timothy 2:14-16. What do these say to you about studying?
