Module Min-S1
Biblical Studies and the Book of Joel
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Studies

2. Biblical Studies for Yourself

3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach

4. Biblical Studies Resources

5. Understanding Context

6. Teaching in Context

7. Joel

8. Implementing Tools in Joel

9. Shared Teaching
Assignment Topics
If you want to complete the module you need to present a Bible Study on the selected passage from Joel and also write a report on one of the following subjects:

1. What tools are available to help with Biblical studies and which do you find useful?

2. How does studying the Bible differ from daily reading for yourself?

3. In what contexts do you need a deeper understanding of a Biblical passage?

4. How might the context of a passage impact how you read it? Use an example passage.
Week 3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach
In the coming weeks we will look at context and how to understand a text in the right framework. The goal of today is to recognise that we are capable of learning enough to teach others and help them understand also. We can study in a way to make us better equipped to teach.
Discussion Q5: What makes a Good Teacher?
John tells us we are all called to be kings and priests in God's house (Revelation 5:9-10), people from every tribe and language and nation. We all have a part to play and we can all deepen our knowledge. It is a foundation of Baptist theology that we all come together to make key decisions because we all have the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Some are more gifted teachers, but everyone can learn and know enough to teach others. It is the same with evangelism and prayer, some are gifted at it, but we are all called to do it. So how can we improve our knowledge and be better prepared to teach others? 

Clarity
When we study we should be looking for clarity. God describes Himself, His plan and where people fit in that plan in His Word and we should be looking for that. When we study for ourselves we might be looking for unique insights but when we are studying more deeply for others we often should be looking for plain truths. Possibly the most off-putting of traits in a teacher is someone who gets too complex and loses their listeners. It's frustrating that academia is based on the principle of being smarter than others and that therefore people intentionally try and lose others in their discussions. 

Good studying then should seek the straightforward truth first. Everything points to Jesus as truth. Everything gives God His place over all things and everything evidences man's sinfulness. If we first see the complex we will be distracted more than encouraged. 

Authority
The people of Israel were amazed at Jesus' teaching because He taught with authority (Matthew 7:28-29). He then said that all authority on earth was given to us (Matthew 28:18). We are not to be timid (2 Timothy 1:7) but to share boldly. It seems that it conflicts with humility to teach boldly but it is not. Jesus humbled Himself, even to death on a cross (Phil 2:6-8) but He still taught with authority. The balance is to realise that the Bible has every authority, but your opinion has none. The Word of God has no lies, but we have many so we give the authority to the Word. It is also why we need to be sure of the context so we are not promoting our ideas as truth but are definitely promoting the Word of God. Paul spoke of His opinion versus God's opinion in 1 Corinthians 7:10-12. He says in His own way that they might disregard his opinion but they should never dismiss God's. How do we teach with the right authority?

Structure
In presenting information structure allows key points to be accessed clearly. Links between points should be clear and it should allow people to follow a plan. A good structure helps people engage with a message and so in reading we should be looking for structure and creating or following an organised plan. 

Every book has a structure, has key verses that link them together, has a flow that we can follow and so as we read and teach we can grasp the structure that's there. The majority of the history books are structured around the events in chronological order. The writings and prophecy books are usually unfolding stories and the epistles usually work through a number of points the author is trying to make. The fact that the letters are so keenly structured is evidence that they are designed as Scripture not just correspondence as it is very easy to waffle in a letter. 

Understanding things in a structural way also makes it much easier to present. You can break teaching down into manageable sections and identify key points. Providing material such as Powerpoint slides or questions to accompany the teaching is also easier. Always try and grasp a structure. 

For their Benefit
Teaching is designed for the benefit of others. Material then should be gathered in a way to help those who listen. I might have many pet subjects or favourite ideas but the goal is not to present my thing but what God wants others to hear. The whole plan of God is to bless and benefit others and so we should find this aspect in every part of His Word. Even challenging sin is supposed to be done for the benefit and support of others. How might others be blessed by what you are learning and sharing?

Interrogating Scripture is about seeking to listen to the voice of God, the voice that lifts the lost, promotes the poor and orphan and that only shouts down the voices that seek to minimise others. Keeping a mindset of helping others helps us read Scripture with a good goal and with good questions. 

Pointed?
It might be easy then to slip into messages from Scripture that are pointed. I might hope that 'so-and-so' is listening to this bit because this is where they are struggling. I find that God's work in them is usually at a different stage from the one I think they are at and His point is often not mine. Are we trying to make a point to change someone into our likeness? 

Good teaching has a broad sense of God's Spirit and so should allow Him to make key points. Good reading therefore is not looking for a passage to support my opinion but allowing God to make one of His infinite number of points to our finite minds. Do you ensure that you are submitting to the authority of the text? Does the Bible sometimes offend you? It should. 

What does it say to us?
The key question in reading with the view to teaching others is 'What does it say to us?' You include yourself in any challenge you give, you read looking for the plan of God and not your own desires. The reason for reading systematically is so you don't cover your favourite subjects but keep looking to the next thing God is saying. He does have a plan for us as individuals but they all come within the plan for His church as a whole. The goals of unity (not uniformity) and love and self-sacrifice and glory to His Name have to be universal.

Discussion Q6: What helps you maintain and present an unbiased point of view?
Teaching Without Bias.
Each of us is born into a home life and situation which changes our world view. We attend a church (or don't) that influences our thoughts on God and faith. We have friends who influence us and we have styles and gifts that suit our personality type. It is very hard to imagine an unbiased viewpoint. When we teach we want to present, as far as is possible, a view that is God's alone and not biased by our likes and dislikes. There are several things that help to a degree. Which of these help you avoid bias?
Presenting All Views
There is a process of theological reflection where the scholar investigates all possible views of what something is about. Each viewpoint is given merit and contrasting views are shared so that the listener is able to decide for themselves what they think. In presenting all views a teacher might ensure their personal viewpoint is not promoted excessively but highly unhelpful ones might be given too much credence. 
Big Framework
To ensure that your view on a particular passage is not biased you can present it within a larger framework of understanding. If we explain what a whole book is about and who it is written to and how it relates to us then we mitigate some of the smaller biases we have in a particular chapter and verse. Likewise our understanding of God's overall plan and who He is will inform all our conversations. Context can be helpful. 

Allegories and Pictures
Jesus taught in parables partly to obscure the meaning of the teaching from those whose hearts would reject it. But also partly so those who were meant to hear would not only get the meaning but see it in a wider context. The challenges are part of a bigger plan, the thoughts you have might see where that fits. 

Collaboration
We can include others in our teaching so that our own bias is reduced. If we get others to check notes or we discuss plans and ideas before we preach them it can give someone a chance to respond and speak into personal bias. It needs to be trustworthy people but it is very helpful. In reading commentaries and notes we are inviting other scholars to impact our teaching. It is not that they are invited to preach for us but might impact the lessons we share. 

Attitude in Teaching
One important way of challenging bias is to recognise that we all have it and intentionally try to address your own as you teach. If I have a Charismatic or Pentecostal background and I am teaching, I might focus on sharing a Biblical message over Spirit filling. This is not because I don't believe that the Spirit fills the message but that is my natural desire. Others might appreciate more the deep presentation of Scripture and I might work to centre that in my teaching. I want people to have as few distractions as possible and to hear the presentation of God's Word. 
In Summary
Not all bias is wrong. God gave us gifting and skill and if He asks us to share we share from the point of view we have. We can bless others if we meet their need and if we avoid distractions that might hinder them it lets the message speak for itself. It is an amazing thing that God can use your words to make a dead person alive. Believe in His power.
