Module Min-S1
Biblical Studies and the Book of Joel
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Studies

2. Biblical Studies for Yourself

3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach

4. Biblical Studies Resources

5. Understanding Context

6. Teaching in Context

7. Joel

8. Implementing Tools in Joel

9. Shared Teaching
Assignment Topics
If you want to complete the module you need to present a Bible Study on the selected passage from Joel and also write a report on one of the following subjects:

1. What tools are available to help with Biblical studies and which do you find useful?

2. How does studying the Bible differ from daily reading for yourself?

3. In what contexts do you need a deeper understanding of a Biblical passage?

4. How might the context of a passage impact how you read it? Use an example passage.
Week 4. Biblical Studies Resources
Biblical studies is about getting knowledge, understanding and wisdom. In studying to reach others we can use a number of resources that others have provided. These tools are to help enable the Bible to come fully to life. 
Tools Personal Bible Study.

Discussion Q7: Apart from Your Bible what Study Tools do You Use?
A good study Bible, as we discussed, should be a readable and accurate translation but should also have a number of other tools to support better reading. A set of notes, cross-references, book headers, concordances, maps and other things should help us understand what is being explained. Some other tools beyond your Bible also exist to help with detailed study. We will outline a few and look at some of those that might be relevant to the book of Joel. 

Commentaries
Many serious students, including many pastors and Bible College teachers write detailed notes on Biblical books. These notes and comments are sometimes collected and collated into books to support others with their reading. A commentary is just a group of comments usually split into notes on books, passages and individual verses. Some authors have done commentaries on the whole Bible and others go into great detail on individual verses. For example, I really enjoyed a commentary by Spurgeon, where I read 50 pages on the first 4 verses of Song of Solomon. 

These commentaries do not give definitive answers on all things. They may explain some contexts or facts you did not know or they may give different opinions of the underlying meaning of verses. Finding a commentary also is about finding a text that suits you, that is readable, understandable and provides helpful information. A number have been provided for you to examine at length. 

Some commentaries have particular slant, such as a charismatic approach or an African commentary. Other commentaries are broad and since there are hundreds dating back 500 years, including great works by reformers and puritans, it is possible to find a vast array of material, only some of which you will find helpful. 
Bible Dictionaries
A Bible dictionary takes individual words and explains Biblical concepts, giving Biblical definitions of these terms. It is helpful to have a Bible dictionary as general dictionaries have a different intention, for example, they will define grace completely differently. Commentaries are laid out in verses by verse and book by book order but dictionaries tackle terms and their meaning. How you define Biblical concepts completely changes the way you interact with passages that include them.

A lot of Biblical dictionaries are relevant to a particular translation. They explain words as they are translated and in other Bibles might be translated differently. Even knowing how different Bibles translate words is helpful. Bible dictionaries can also vary from simple lists of words to almost-encyclopedia level details and pictures. 
Sermons
Other people have studied all these Biblical passages at length and have taught on them in churches and Bible Colleges all over the world. Listening to sermons is designed to help you understand passages and texts. TruthforLife.org for example lists hundreds of sermons by Alistair Begg which can be searched by passage. If you enter a Biblical passage in YouTube you can find hundreds of sermons from all sorts of churches. 

Listening to sermons you can take or leave information provided by different teachers and you have to be discerning on how reliable they are and what their goals are. I tend to stick to sermons by teachers I have found helpful in the past. 

Group Studies and Reading Notes
As well as commentaries there are useful notes on a variety of Bible passages designed for further study. Many group studies include discussion questions and ways of breaking down texts to help everyone engage. There are kids studies too which can be helpful and reading notes often allow you to investigate for yourself.
Online Resources
A very helpful website is BibleGateway.com. It acts as a Gateway to other resources including commentaries, notes and dictionaries. It can lead to searches for other research tools. There are many websites that claim to answer Biblical questions and give reading and information on Biblical studies. Be aware that though they are provided in the main to encourage your confidence in studying, they are only as helpful as their authors. 

Pen and Paper
It seems redundant to mention that you yourself are a resource. Thinking through things and underlining, highlighting and writing notes is one of the most helpful ways to learn. Try writing your own commentary or Bible notes at whatever level of detail you find helpful. Write out the questions you have so you can seek answers in the right place. Recognise that you have to submit to the authority of the Word but remember God made you to engage with Him. 

Engaging Wisely
All resources are subject to scrutiny, they should be challenged where necessary and engaged with using a discerning mind. The Bereans were commended by Paul in Acts 17:11 for examining what was said to see if it was true. When choosing material to read look for something that maintains Biblical authority but doesn't seek to enforce another authority on you. All tools that you use should be readable to you and be seeking accuracy as a goal.

Discussion Question 8: How Regularly do you Engage with Others in Study?

In almost all of these tools you are engaging with other people, their writing and teaching and are looking to be informed by them. Discussion is an even more informative tool as you engage together with others. It is why churches do Bible studies and home groups as well as sermons. 
In many churches there are Bible Schools for children, youth groups with lessons and discussions for teenagers and yet adults can be left to engage themselves. It is not enough to have learned something a decade ago and assume it is relevant. The Bible keeps informing our hearts and minds. We must consider having a process to help all of us continue to love God with all our minds. How do you engage in study with others? Is a home group enough? Does it focus on continued faith? 
Clearly Bible College is designed with this in mind, to give teaching but also discussion opportunities to students wanting to grow in knowledge. In engaging here we are seeking to develop skills for partnership and communication as well as learning. Conferences and other communal teaching events (like Baptist gatherings or conventions) give us detailed teaching and help us engage with others who are growing in faith. Complacency is a helpful concern we need to keep challenging. Keep running the race. 
