Module Min-S1
Biblical Studies and the Book of Joel
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Studies

2. Biblical Studies for Yourself

3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach

4. Biblical Studies Resources

5. Understanding Context

6. Teaching in Context

7. Joel

8. Implementing Tools in Joel

9. Shared Teaching
Assignment Topics
If you want to complete the module you need to present a Bible Study on the selected passage from Joel and also write a report on one of the following subjects:

1. What tools are available to help with Biblical studies and which do you find useful?

2. How does studying the Bible differ from daily reading for yourself?

3. In what contexts do you need a deeper understanding of a Biblical passage?

4. How might the context of a passage impact how you read it? Use an example passage.
Week 6. Teaching in Context
Biblical studies is about getting knowledge and Bible teaching is about sharing that knowledge clearly. Everyone wants to teach in a way that is understood, but also explains correctly what God is saying. There is a type of teaching that is called systematic theology which some claim to teach or listen to. The goal of systematic theology is to teach in an orderly way. 

Discussion Q11: Have you heard of systematic theology? What might it mean?
Systematic Theology
Theology is the study of God and systematic theology is the desire to study about God in a systematic way. It seems like a plan but surely everyone has some kind of system when they are teaching, even if it is a pick and choose system. Systematic theology goes back to Thomas Aquinas in the 12th century, though he may have called it something different, and is trying to make orderly structures to the ideas and teachings of Christianity. Even before that think of the creeds (statements of belief) and catechisms (spoken summaries of doctrine) that helped people know and explain their faith. 
A good structure to a sermon or sermon series is a form of system. 4 main systems do exist in Biblical Studies, though we will only discuss them briefly. 
Historical theology tries to look at how Christianity has developed and teach a system that builds up as traditions developed. 
Practical theology looks at how we might impact the world and live out our theology as a basis for what we believe. 
Biblical theology looks at how the teachings about God develop through the Bible and emphasises the end of the story as more developed teaching. 
Systematic theology teaches doctrines in an orderly way through a series of explanations of truth. It seeks to be structured on what is known and taught throughout Christianity.
Essentially here we would like to have some consistent plan that makes sure we all agree on everything we believe. With God it is not so simple, since God loves diversity and made us all in His image, very different from one another. How would you describe what kind of preaching you would like to listen to?
A Preaching Plan
Everyone has a system for organising things and a plan for Bible teaching is the same. Some work through a series of doctrines and explain them (this is often what is called systematic theology), some work through consecutive Bible passages and books (sometimes called Biblical theology) and some will look to the Spirit to guide or follow patterns laid out by someone else. Each one is hopefully trying to give the best possible teaching based on their own knowledge and resources. 
Personally I choose to teach through books of the Bible (this stops me picking and choosing what I would like) but also choose a variety of books in both Testaments so that we have a broad selection of topics. I try to provide summaries and structures so that people can fit this teaching in a bigger framework. How might you see a longer teaching plan yourself? 
Paul said that when he visited Ephesus he did not hesitate to teach the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). It seems like a difficult goal to include everything that is required but not get distracted or sidetracked by something specific. Teaching the whole Will or Counsel of God without bias seems impossible.

Keeping Context
Last week we discussed how important keeping context in what you are saying is important. I think most of us could pick a single Bible verse and talk about it and help people understand it but we might not have read all the verses around it. It might not be the most helpful, especially if it is not central to God's main message. So Paul says it is important to stick to the main message. In Galatians 1:9 he actually curses people who teach the wrong Gospel.

A strong understanding of the Gospel then is helpful so you can put all of the Bible in context of God's big plan. I suggest you have a Biblical framework of God's plan so that when you come to teach something you can keep it in context of that structure. This is especially important when you come to a part you do not like. Who God is must also be clear. God says He will not share His glory with another. Think of mercy and judgment. They are both aspects of who He is. If we only teach judgment we are teaching another God, but it is also true of only teaching mercy. We need both in our expression of truth. 

The Truth
In court when someone promises to tell the truth they are promising not to tell lies, but when the Bible talks of the truth it is talking of the whole Gospel of God and the whole centrality of Jesus as the only way to heaven. That is not a truth, it is the truth. Nothing we teach should ever contradict that Gospel, that truth. 
Discussion Q12: How would you explain the Gospel?
Personal Context
One of the goals of preaching is always to bring the Gospel back to the personal lives of those you are teaching. If it doesn't mean something to them, or have an impact on their lives it has fallen short. That might not always be the teacher's fault but it is still a concern they must address. 

One key is application, that your teaching has some required response or opportunity that people can go away and connect to. Application might also be further involved with giving, serving, discipleship and helping in the church or community. 

A teacher must also want their message to impact personally on themselves and others. It must be applied to people's lives. The tendency might be to direct a comment or focus on an issue you perceive others to have. It is more helpful to teach yourself and challenge yourself, including others but not directing comments at them. Stories from your own experience help achieve a balanced application that impacts on you too. 
