Module Min-S1
Biblical Studies and the Book of Joel
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Studies

2. Biblical Studies for Yourself

3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach

4. Biblical Studies Resources

5. Understanding Context

6. Teaching in Context

7. Joel

8. Implementing Tools in Joel

9. Shared Teaching
10. Personal Context and Application

Assignment Topics
If you want to complete the module you need to present a Bible Study on the selected passage from Joel and also write a report on one of the following subjects:

1. What tools are available to help with Biblical studies and which do you find useful?

2. How does studying the Bible differ from daily reading for yourself?

3. In what contexts do you need a deeper understanding of a Biblical passage?

4. How might the context of a passage impact how you read it? Use an example passage.
Week 10. Personal Context and Application
The module has looked at how to study the Bible more deeply and to really investigate it. Looking at context and structure, combined with a number of available resources (such as sermons and commentaries) we can really get into study of the Word of God. One additional note is to consider how the voice of God speaks into our personal lives and always applies itself to real life situations. 

Discussion Q17: How do you decide what God is saying to you?
Seeking the Voice of God
The Bible is God's Word, none of it differs from His voice, but His voice can express itself into our world and lives. The Word says that creation speaks His voice (Psalm 19:1, Romans 1:20), that prophets speak His voice (Joel 1:1) and that the rocks would shout His voice if it was not being spoken already (Luke 19:40). The question comes to hearing God's voice. How can we distinguish God's voice in God's Word? Many can read the Word and not hear God speaking, so we seek more than just a reading, but an inspiration.

Jesus – the Living Word
One distinguishing feature of the Voice of God is that it always glorifies the Father and the Son (John 12:28). Jesus came to live the Father's Will (John 8:28) and He is the embodiment of everything God is (Hebrews 1:3). The speaking voice of God then will always draw us to Jesus, to glorify Him and to get closer to Him – the Living Word (John 1:1). Throughout the Old Testament we see pointers to Jesus and images of the One to come. It tells us when and where He will be born, what He will do, the perfection He will live, how He will be cursed, the sacrifice He will make and His future glory. 

Every personal message from God then will glorify Jesus and draw you to Him. In glorifying Jesus very often it will take away your own glory and ask you to take the lowest seat at the table, so that Jesus might be seen for who He is. Hearing the Word of God is about what He wants to say, not what you want to hear, and He wants to talk of His beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased. 

Obedient Spirit 
To hear clearly though we need to disrupt the voice of the world in our lives (put it to death Col 3:5). Our sinful nature would like to hear God's voice to show it is worthy, to prove it is better than others, to get the things He gives but not have to bow to Him. There are many who seek answers but only on the condition it suits them. 

Obedience is how we show we are disciples, (John 14:23-24) that we not only listen, but we obey. This can be the taking of a subservient position more than keeping an individual command, recognising all God's laws and commands as higher than ours. Our sinful will would have us on the throne, but true obedience allows Him to be Lord. How do you ensure that God is Lord when you read His Word? Choosing to submit means believing that Word might often challenge and undermine you to teach you. The work of the word is to prepare you for a life of righteousness (2 Tim 3:16-18) but that means rebuking and correcting and cutting and separating your soul and spirit (Heb 4:12). Accept that you are probably wrong. Accept that He might ask you to do something you really don't want to. The voice of the Lord is not always convenient.
Blessings and Curses
One sign that you are willing to really hear the voice of the Lord is that you accept both the blessings and the curses. Deuteronomy 28 talks of the blessings on Israel if they obey and the curses if they do not. Often a reader will take the first half to heart but then ignore the second part. We cannot pick and choose. There is one truth and it includes both blessings and curses, praise and warnings.

An unfamiliar reader might have heard that God is good and expect everything to be nice, yet the Bible is full of challenges and problems and failures and curses. We see that God is merciful, but forget that to show mercy His judgment must be satisfied. God does not ignore sin. Though He may pay for it He doesn't treat it lightly. Jesus was sure there was no other way but His death to see His justice satisfied. 

We should expect God not to be soft and cuddly all the time. That is no God, that is a teddy bear. God will hold to account, judge, challenge and most of all discipline His children (Hebrews 12:6). Expect God's Word to mete out more challenges to our God-forsaken world than promises of kindness. His prophets are told often enough to tell those prophesying blessings that they are false.
Asking the Right Questions
A helpful tool in connecting with God is to enquire. It allows Him to be the answer and the holder of the future. If you want to know what to do then ask Him questions. These questions should be open (not just a yes or no answer) and allow Him to answer freely. If you ask a question which you have already determined an answer to or ask Him to ratify a decision you have already made, you will give yourself the answer, not Him. Good questions include “what should I do?” “what do you want to say?” and “how can I worship?” Look for the answers in the Word, let it speak personally to your questions. Only ask questions if you are willing to obey the answers. Don't make promises you can't keep but make a commitment to His answers. 

The Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is God Himself and has all the answers you need. When the word of God and the Spirit of God come together (like at creation, or in Jesus) amazing things happen. Let His Spirit speak to you in the Word. Test the Spirit of course to make sure it comes from God. It will always glorify Jesus. Listen to what He wants you to do. Let Him speak His words.

Confirmation
Look for confirmation that what God is saying to you is really from Him. If God wants you to do it glory will rise up. Look for confirmation in the Word, in circumstances and in the words of other believers. If it is important God is not afraid of repeating Himself. He gave Gideon many miracles to prove He was with him.
Discussion Q18: How might you apply what you read?
Keep a Record
Keeping going with reading is really important. Knowing God grows with each time you delve into His Word. Maybe you record or remember some of the things He has said to you as a record between you. In the Old Testament they would raise an Ebenezer (remembrance marker), build an altar or dig a well as a sign of unity with God. When God spoke these would be reminders.
Application
James 1:23-24 says that those who read the Word and don't follow it are like those who look in a mirror then forget what they look like. The Bible must be applied. In Isaiah 55:11 too God says that His Word will never return empty or void. There must be some impact from the Word of God, it must achieve the purpose for which He spoke it. 
Look for the opportunity to serve, the way to fulfil the goal of the message you have been receiving. Whether it is to delight in Christ, to leave behind sin, to think eternally, to repent, to forgive or bless or any manner of things, God has a plan when He speaks. What does He want you to do about it? Just as every sermon should have a point, every study of His Word is meant to impact you. Expect it to do something. 
In both waiting for the LORD and in actively serving Him there is an opportunity to bring Him glory. Sometimes we need to step up when He calls and sometimes we need to rest in Him, both are applications of His Word. 
