Module Min-S1
Biblical Studies and the Book of Joel
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Studies

2. Biblical Studies for Yourself

3. Biblical Studies to Study and Teach

4. Biblical Studies Resources

5. Understanding Context

6. Teaching in Context

7. Joel

8. Implementing Tools in Joel

9. Shared Teaching
10. Personal Context and Application

Assignment Topics
If you want to complete the module you need to present a Bible Study on the selected passage from Joel and also write a report on one of the following subjects:

1. What tools are available to help with Biblical studies and which do you find useful?

2. How does studying the Bible differ from daily reading for yourself?

3. In what contexts do you need a deeper understanding of a Biblical passage?

4. How might the context of a passage impact how you read it? Use an example passage.
Week 8. Implementing Tools in the Book of Joel

The module has looked at how to study the Bible more deeply and to really investigate it. In week 9 each attendee will take a portion of the book of Joel and teach it (there will therefore be no additional notes for week 9). The goal of this exercise is not to determine how great a teacher you are but to gauge your ability to research and investigate a passage. These tools are very important to any depth of insight. 

Discussion Q15: How might you break up the book of Joel for study?
Selecting a passage to teach
There is no set length of passage to teach on in ministry, only what you find useful. I have taught on single words, individual verses, chapters, even overviews of books. All of these are helpful. Knowing how to break down a passage for learning or teaching is an important part of knowledge gathering. I studied computer science which, like other sciences, breaks down a problem into manageable chunks, solves those manageable chunks and then reforms them into a complete picture. Modular learning like this is very useful. In our church we do many programmes (including the Bible College) where there are 8, 10 or 12 week blocks. It allows someone to engage with it over a manageable period. How would you break up the book of Joel?

Depending on the number of participants we will break it into pieces based on section. For example if there are 3 or 4 we will break it into chapters (since some Bibles have 3 chapters and some 4 in the book of Joel). If there are more we could break them into chapter sections. Often your Bible will have headings for blocks that make this easier. The important thing is that when you break it up, if you put it back together it gives the same big picture. 

Discussion Question 16: What tools will you use to examine your portion?

People
One of the things that often helps is to use people when you study. We will ask you to study together, not in isolation, helping each other with the sections you've chosen. You might discuss what other application tools you have used and are using, might help each other with structuring and presenting the case. Often the thing that keeps us going in study is that the study has real life application and meaning to others as well as us, it reminds us it is relevant.

In breaking into groups in week 8 we will then discuss how you could present the case together and separately. In a more long term context, one of the things that keeps me reading deeper is if I have share it with someone or teach it. Keep using that context to keep you reading deeply.  

Discuss together some of the key themes and concepts. Help each other work on structure and sections and suggest resources that others might use. It might be helpful to see how your talks might mesh together to present the whole book. 

Resources
In previous weeks we have discussed resources that help with learning. Listening to other sermons from the passage will help you explain it and order it. Commentaries and notes will show some of the key things to be tackling. Make sure if you are using any of the concepts from commentaries or sermons that you reference them properly, showing you have listened to others as well. 

Technology
In presenting you can use a variety of technology to help you. We are testing your ability to research rather than your presentation skills but it can be helpful to show order and structure through technology. Powerpoint or similar mediums can present bullet case structures for things, diagrams and pictures help bring talks to life and help allegories become more impactful. 

If you listen to a variety of preachers, some use visual tools and others do not, sometimes you will find it easier if the technology is not there and you can focus on the words.

In week 9 each participant will then present the section of Joel that they have researched. They will do an exegesis of the passage (even if they don't know what that term means) and will try to present what the passage says. It is important that you give an application for the talk. 
