Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 1 – Biblical Love
The Bible is full of love. It says clearly that the defining factor of who God is is that God is love. Jesus said “By this will all men know that you are my disciples, that you love one another.” It is key to God's heart and also to God's plan for us. 
This module will help us focus on the true love of God. By the end we should be able to define this love (that surpasses knowledge!) and express what it is we should be doing in response, that we love because He first loved us. 

We will build on aspects that are components of God's love, remembering that God does not change. Therefore these aspects will be unwavering and will build and establish on one another. 
Discussion Q1: How would you define love?

That question will be asked a number of times. Love is so key to what we receive from God and absolutely central to the lives we live in Him but we rarely explain it. If God is love it is central to God's being and essentially the part that draws us to Him. Let us first establish the word love itself. 

The Word Love
Many Biblical studies on the word love will tell you that there are 4 Greek words that are translated as love but we are not interested in varieties of ways the word love is used. We want to get at the heart of it, the love of God. This word is used in Old Testament and New to describe a facet of who God is. It is not other types of love we want to define, only the true love of God. We are not defining “I love ice-cream,” we are defining “God loves me.” In modern English there are far more words that can be translated as love (and regularly are) but that is only a distraction from the one true love of God. 

God is Love
The aspect of that one true love that matters is that it reflects that one true act of God's very self. In 1 John 4 it says twice, clearly and definitively God is love. It's not just that God loves, or even that He demonstrates His love but that He is love. It is an aspect of Himself that makes everything else right, a facet of His character and in this module we will shine a light on that facet. 

Five Love Relationships
Jordan Wessling (p.44) says that there are 5 relationships where love is evidenced in the Bible, calling it “the Christian quintuplet.” Essentially for us to be correctly defining the word love our definition must be true for what love means in all five of these contexts. The word love is defined in relation to:

1) How God interacts with God (Father to Son to Spirit)

2) How God interacts with men

3) How men are called to interact with God

4) How men are called to interact with men

5) How men are called to relate to themselves

Can you think of Bible verses which use love in these contexts?

If we are correctly defining love it will be true in all five of these contexts. 

The second test we will use is the inherent test. The true reflections of love will be absolutely ingrained in who God is, central to His being. God is Love is not a statement that is temporary or just relational, it is definitive and a central essential component of His being. It is inherent to His nature. It also cannot be achieved truly without Him. If it is love it is God that is in it. 

It is very helpful to check our definition against these criteria. These things will help us separate the Greek “Agape” or the Hebrew “Ahava” or the English “true love” from other forms of relational words that might be thought of as love.

Discussion Q2: Can you think of other English words that people might think of as an aspect of love?

It is not enough then to be a temporary or similar aspect of love. Those aspects fail the Quintuplet test. We need to get to the correct definition of who God is as “Love” and who we are called to be as living in His image. 

We will cover aspects of love that pass the Quintuplet test in this module and then build on them. We will consider the opposite of love in many contexts to shine a light on right interpretation. At the end we will consider Receiving Love as an aspect we also struggle with.

Defining love is not covered enough in theology or Bible College. Most places will teach you Pastoral Care instead, because it is an aspect we can achieve and manage, where the love of God seems impossible to replicate. Yet replication is exactly what Jesus demands and expects. So it challenges me that to consider the Love of God we read Bernard of Clairvaux from the 12th century, not modern day theologians. For example, Wayne Grudem's quality work on systematic theology, a widely regarded text, talks of Baptism of the Holy Spirit, worship and miracles, but there is no section on love. 

What does 1 Corinthians 13 say of someone who has all this but not love? Why would love not be central to our teaching and faith?
