Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 2 – Love Based in Value
The aim of the module is to build up our picture of love and form a strong definition of what it is like. Each week we will look at a key Bible verse about love. This will not simply look at loving actions (such as those described in 1 Corinthians 13) but more deeply at the root and definition of love. 

One key aspect of love is the value system God has. Every living and inanimate thing is valuable as it interacts with the infinite God. 

Discussion Q3: How does God view people?

The verse in question this week is Isaiah 43:4. “Since you are precious and honoured in my sight and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you and nations in exchange for your life.” What does precious mean? That something is valuable to the beholder. It is also amazing to consider that His people are honoured in His sight. Mary, for example, is described as highly esteemed (Luke 1:28,30). God esteems His people, they are precious and valued.

If we look back to creation God saw all that He had made and said that it was very good (Genesis 1:31). He attributes to it value. If God gives something value then it has eternal and intrinsic value. The creator can define the worth of the created thing. 

Love begins with this value system. If you consider something valuable then you treat it with the concern and care that their value deserves. 

It does seem in our verse that God considers others, not His people, as less valuable, less precious because He gives them in exchange for His people Israel. There seem to be levels of value (even if there is just 2 levels – His people and not His people). 

Footballer or Art?
The consumer culture often considers the value of something as what it might contribute to you. A footballer, for example, might get paid a fortune to play for a team because of what he can contribute. A young girl might only be friends with someone whilst they contribute something to her life or make her feel good. 

Publilius Syrus (a Roman scholar) however deemed value not as an ability to contribute but just in the appreciation of the beholder. He said “Everything is worth what its purchaser is willing to pay for it.” Art is measured in these value terms, not what it contributes but what the owner is willing to pay because of the beauty she sees.  

Levels of Value
A value system is a perspective taken of the worth and meaning of something. God shows in many ways that He values us. It is not that God's value system builds up, but perhaps our perception of what He thinks can be seen in levels.

Firstly, He does not make rubbish and you were made by God. You are not meaningless rubbish whatever the world tries to say. You didn't come from nothing.

Secondly, He gave life to you, in fact He breathed it into you (Gen 2:7). Life is not meaningless or empty, it is an astounding gift. You were made alive and you move and think and choose and interact because you are most definitely alive.

Thirdly, God made you in His image. That means you are designed to look like the Almighty God in many ways. Your meaning is linked with expressing to the universe all that God is and wants. It is a powerful thing to reflect God. 

Fourthly, God put eternity in your heart (Ecclesiastes 3:11). You are made for eternity and given eternal thoughts and outlook. You can see past what is evident to Spiritual things.

These things are true of every person on the planet but for those who receive Him God has an even greater measure of value. 

Fifthly, He gave His Son for you. Since Jesus created all things (Colossians 1:16) He is greater than all things because He could make everything again but everything could not make Him. So God paid for you with Jesus, so you are worth more than everything that is made ever because that is what Jesus is worth. 

Sixthly, He made you part of His family. He calls you His beloved and draws you in close. Jesus said He doesn't call us servants but friends (John 15:15) and God lavished His love on us, calling us His children (1 John 3:1-2). 

Seventhly, He gave you a place in heaven. He wants you to be blessed and loved for eternity in the best place there is. Eternal life is so much more than we imagine.

Eighthly, He puts His Spirit in you, His very life, His own being into your life. He wants you to experience Him, not as one far away, or even nearby, but right in your life. 

Discussion Q4: Does your value system reflect God's?
Testing the Value System
We noted in the beginning that for something to be true about love that it must meet 2 tests. Is this value system consistent and unchanging? God always attributes value to people and He demonstrates it in dying for them. His value system never changes. He sees what He has made and values it. 

The Quintuplet test also asks is it true of how God sees Himself? Yes. The Father values the Son (This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, Matthew 3:17) and the Son values the Father. It must also be true of how we love God. If we value God more highly we will love Him more. The more we know of God, the more aspects of Him we see, the greater our appreciation and therefore the greater our love. It is true that to know Him more is to love Him more. Our love for others also depends on how we value them. Someone we see as less valuable we will treat with less glory. We also must value ourselves to love ourselves, self-esteem precedes self-love. 

Receiving God's value
If God values us in this way we need to see the esteem He puts on us. Often we value self esteem over the esteem of the Almighty God. I might feel valueless because I got turned down for a job or a partner left me or I have been bullied but my value is in the hands of an Almighty God who defines our value by paying with His Son. God loves you. If we can pay attention to God's value system we can create a network of priorities that match His. The Father prioritises the Son and the Son prioritises the Father. Their value gives shape to all other decisions. Knowing that He prioritises us is powerful. For example, the angels are more powerful than us, they serve Him with distinction, but He loves us more, in a way the angels long to understand (1 Peter 1:12). 

Valuing Others
The challenge then is to commit to valuing others. Looking for their meaning is like looking for Christ in them, seeing what they were really made for. If someone is made for heaven then how would you treat them? If Jesus died to give them life why do we sometimes make them feel worse? You will never love someone until you begin to see in them value, the value God puts on them, the way He esteems them. 

Our value system also controls how we treat rocks and flowers and dogs and cars and everything else. If Jesus said even the rocks will cry out if my disciples stop praising (Luke 19:40) then would we imagine the glory that could be attributed to a rock? For many of us reading the Bible has impacted how we see everything in God's creation, including ourselves, far less than it really should have. Perhaps dwelling on God's thoughts of value might make the distance between His thoughts and ways and ours slightly smaller (Isa 55:8-9). Looking for God's value in ourselves, in others and in Him is the basis for treating them as He would treat them. His love is founded in His value system. 
