Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 3 – God is Love

To say that God is love is to state clearly a number of things that He always is and does and also a number of things He never is and never will do. He will always value everything and increase its value. He will always bless, be benevolent. He hopes and perseveres with what is good in the face of opposition and at whatever price. He will not take away your freedom. He will not belittle and He will not rush into angry decisions. 

One issue that many people state in their disbelief of God is how He can be loving and yet so many bad things happen. This week we will discuss the certainty of His love and what that means in our world. 

Discussion Q5: How is Love the Key Attribute of God?

When God revealed Himself to Moses, He gave Himself a tag line “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6). This sub-description of God is repeated throughout the Old Testament. Jonah is even frustrated because He knows this is who God is and that He will forgive His enemies who repent (Jonah 4:2). God describes Himself as abounding in love. He declares Himself to be love in 1 John 4. The defining attribute of God is His love. 

We have discussed before how God does not change (Malachi 3:6) and therefore His attributes do not change. We have also said that His attributes are compound (that they multiply together – His love is just and His justice is loving). The centre of this is His love. He will never be unloving – it is an unchanging attribute. He always has compassion and benevolence on all He has made. In His justice, power and all-knowing greatness there is consistently a heart of love. 

If there were any malevolent design, any hatred or sin in God then the rest of His being would unravel, there would be turmoil and brokenness, disjointedness and failure because all truth comes from His definition and all of it points His ultimate kindness. There must be kindness in His truth or we would have to redefine it. There must be grace in His justice or it would be unjust. There must be love in His power or it would turn everything to dust. Love is the attribute that holds all the others together. 

It could be that we could be forced to serve a powerful and just God who is not loving. However, to trust Him we need certainty that what He will do has an ultimate good, because He is loving.

He is Love
In fact, God is not just loving, He is love. He is the definition of love, that His value system is the ultimate description of worth, that His benevolence is the definition of how to give and bless. He is the definition of love as love also defines Him. Love might be defined as “the way God sees things and the way He treats things.” He cannot ever be anything other than love because it defines His thoughts and actions. 

Our entire hope is built on a God not like other religions, One who loves. He is powerful enough to deliver that love and righteous enough to know what true love looks like but it is love that is His directing heart and soul. He wants good and delivers it in every way. He is compassionate and slow to anger. 
Discussion Q6: How can a Loving God Punish Sin?
The Problems with a God of Love
Many evangelists are challenged by people asking how a loving God can allow bad things to happen. This is part of the difficult doctrine that Carson's book refers to. Psalm 73 is Asaph's treatise on how this life appears to be full of injustice. Bad things can take many forms however and it is clearly not fair to suggest God cannot be wholly loving because of human issues. Bad things include sin, pain, discipline, correction, judgment and death, each of which is a separate issue. Can a loving God allow these bad things?
Sin comes as a result of God giving human beings freedom, but to not allow that freedom would be unloving. Pain is an indirect result of sin, pain is not the problem but an indicator of a greater problem. To take pain away would allow people to remain lost without knowing the cost. Discipline is a loving thing, as a Father corrects His child to help make them the best they can be and have a better life (Hebrews 12:5-11). So too the correction of Israel is to bring them back and a direct purpose of the Bible is rebuking and correction (2 Tim 3:16-17) to bring about a righteous life. Judgment may not seem loving for the individual but it recognises their freedom and also speaks of justice and righteousness to all others. Death might be difficult, but for those in Christ it is a release from the sinful nature and the glorious entrance to new life in heaven. It is the love of God that separates us permanently from our sins. Can you see the love of God in all these situations? 
Asaph concludes Psalm 73 by saying it was deeply troubling to him until he entered the sanctuary of God and understood the final destiny. If our hope is only for this life then we are more to be pitied than all men (1 Cor  15:19). God's plan is eternal, His goodness sees eternal blessings as more valuable than temporary ones. What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul? (Mark 8:36). From God's point of view, eternal blessing is the goal. If pain or death can bring this about, then pain and death are loving things. 
Finally we discuss God is love as John does, saying if we don't know love we don't know God (1 John 4:8). 
The Holy Spirit is Love
If God is love, then the Spirit of God is love. That means that in your life is the complete experience of the love of God. You can know you are loved but also you are capable of the fullness of the love of God. Together with all the saints we are meant to know (by experience) the love that surpasses knowledge (by intellect) (Eph 3:18-19). If God is defined by love then His love in our lives should be the first evidence of the Spirit. The first and most obvious fruit of the Spirit is love (Gal 5:22). 
God's people should not be trying to muster up love for one another but allow God to move us to love one another. Inspiration is about the breath and Spirit of God filling you, not about you being determined. Being a Christian therefore doesn't mean you try and love others, it means God's compassion lives in you. Your soul hurts for others as Christ hurts, seeks their good as the Spirit does and determines to promote them as the Father does. If His Spirit is in you then you have the heart of love. 
These notes are very brief on these 3 subjects but we will discuss them in tutorials. 
