Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 4 - Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

In John 15 Jesus says “Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” (v13). Jesus then laid down His life. Incidences such as these are quoted as defining moments of love throughout Scripture and life, but Jesus precedes that statement with “Love each other as I have loved you.” (v12). This essentially means He expects us to lay down our lives for one another.  

There are so many passages that define living faith in a form of selflessness. 'Your attitude should be that of Christ Jesus who humbled Himself' (Phil 2:5-11), 'unless you hate your own father and mother you cannot be my disciples' (Luke 14:25-33) and 'offer your bodies as living sacrifices – this is your Spiritual act of worship' (Romans 12:1). 

If love is the central core of our faith and our faith involves self-sacrifice then is selflessness not only an expression but a definition of love? 

Discussion Q7: Jesus Demonstration of Selflessness on the Cross is an Example of Love but is it the Definition of it?

Defining Selflessness and Sacrifice 
Selflessness is about advancing another ahead of yourself, seeking their good ahead of your own. Sacrifice goes further, paying a cost for the good of another over yourself. Jesus death on the cross is that very definition, not only the completeness of His sacrifice and that He laid down the ultimate price but also that it raises up every human being and seeks the good of everyone over Himself. 

It might be suggested that self-sacrifice fails the five relationship test because you can't promote yourself ahead of yourself, so how can you love yourself? However, to sacrifice what you want for what is good for you is self-sacrifice for the benefit of yourself.

When Jesus lays down His life for His friends, He declares it as the greatest act of love but it is more than a demonstration, it is love in completeness. It begins with valuing someone highly enough, such as Romans 5:6-8 describes, then offers His high position for our low one, His place in heaven for our place in hell (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Smaller Love
In John 15 we read that there is no greater love, but smaller love requires the same nature. If something is not exactly the same in essence it is not love. If it does not come from God it is not love. The reason Jesus can expect us to love as He loves is because He puts His Spirit of love in our lives, not because our own self will is strong. 

Small love must contain the same essence, though it may be expressed with smaller acts of submission or sacrifice, but if there is no cost it is not like the cross. The attitude of the heart must be the same as the heart of Christ to be love. 

Discussion Q8: How Well do we Display Selflessness?
The Church
If everyone who is in Christ is filled with the Holy Spirit then the love of God and His self-sacrificing Spirit is in each of us. This means we are capable of love. It is for this reason that Jesus says that they will know we are His disciples because we love one another (John 13:35). The very heart of God is in each of us.
The issue is that we have to choose to live by the Spirit (Gal 5:16-17) and very often we allow our sinful nature to control our lives. So many great ministries and outreach programmes are ruined by sins of people in churches all round the world. The church has the capability of great love and self-sacrifice but also of great sin. 
Selflessness in the Church
Therefore the church is capable of great selfless acts. People have talked of them (such as the Polish priest who died for someone else in the holocaust, mentioned in the Alpha Course) or some of the saints and disciples, or people on mission fields (like Jim Elliot in Peru) who die for others. 
In a similar sense there should be smaller acts of self-sacrifice continually in the church. The same motivation is behind them, though their impact might not be so large. Can you think of people laying down their desires and needs for the good of others in your local church?
Often we notice the small acts of selfishness, such as complaining about worship or weak tea, manipulating others, gossiping and bitterness. How much of church is done in a manner that suits you? If it is close to 100% then you're probably not doing it right. Selflessness means doing things you don't like, that don't suit you. How might you be selfless in church?
Sacrificial Giving
The church is also called to give sacrificially. A tithe (giving 10% of your income) is a basic idea of giving back to God, but Jesus demands we lay down everything. There are people in the church who God has blessed financially who give generously because they can afford it. There are also those who have little who give beyond what they can. The best known example is the widow in Mark 12:41-44 but there are people who still do that today. Do you know any? Many of these people will experience the provision of God in a special way, knowing He always provides when no-one else can. 
These things are not motivated by strong will power but by the power of the Holy Spirit living in people of faith. There should be evidence of faith in Spiritual self-sacrifice more than in morality or correctness. Love is the mark of a Christian not theological brilliance. Who is the best Christian you know? Is the mark loving selflessness?
Yourself
So how do we live more like Jesus ourselves? It's not about pushing ourselves to serve, but about letting the Holy Spirit of service living in us to control our lives. It's not about being righteous but about offering our lives as sacrifices to build others up. What has it cost you to be a disciple? If it is not much then take the opportunities ahead of you to change that. 
