Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 5 - Love as Choice, Love as Action

Like holding a diamond up to the light, as we examine different facets of what love is we will observe that they are all elements of a singular whole. This week we are going to try and add two aspects to our definition of love, choice and action. Love must include a freedom of choice, the ability to prioritise and must act upon the priority with integrity. 

Love as Choice
In the beginning God put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden and He gave Adam and Eve the command not to eat of it (Genesis 2:15-17). In giving a command there must always be a choice, the ability not to obey the command (as Adam and Eve chose to do). As an action of a God who is love, it must be a loving thing to do and love therefore includes an element of choice.

Choice of the Recipient
In loving us God is very careful not to force us to respond. In protecting our freedom to choose He is allowing us the responsibility and the right of choice, to receive His love or not. It is very obvious that God sees it as a priority not to infringe on our freedom to choose, for example, as Jesus ascended into heaven rather than remaining here. We know that imposing our love on someone is abuse and that's because it is something God would not do. 

Life would be simpler if God had given us no choice because we would all believe. There would be no freedom in that however, and we would not be loving Him back just obeying. God wants us to choose Him, to love Him back and therefore whilst He pursues us He does not force us to respond. Love gives the recipient freedom and choice.

Choosing to Love
The one who loves also chooses. We choose who we love. Some will say you don't choose who you love but we do. God makes this clear to the nation of Israel, that He chooses them. This is in no relation to how they behave, in fact, it seems almost in spite of their behaviour. It doesn't even go back to the behaviour of Jacob, the Father of Israel, for he was worse than his brother. In Malachi 1:1-3 God discusses how love can be defined as choice.  

God chose Jacob over his brother, though his brother was a nicer person. It even goes as far as to say God hated Esau. By not choosing Esau God is demonstrating the opposite of love, hate. God chooses to protect the land and livelihood of Jacob (even though He goes on to describe how false Jacob's behaviour could be) but chooses to let Esau's land become desolate (maybe even makes it so). 

Discussion Q9: What Choices have you made because you Loved Someone?

Choosing to Prioritise
In choosing Jacob over Esau God is prioritising Jacob. He looks for the good of Jacob, seeks what is best for Him. In getting married we make a similar commitment, to choose one person and their good ahead of everyone else, (we say 'forsaking all others'). Love prioritises, though not based on merit, but personal value. The promise that God does not show favouritism (Romans 2:9-11) is saying God does not prioritise someone based on their position. We are also told not to prioritise people of status (James 2:1-9). Love however will prioritise His own children over others who are not. Love chooses to bless those who are the recipients of His love in ways He won't bless others.
God's example in choosing the nation of Israel does not mean He doesn't care about the other nations but that He will prioritise Israel. Likewise when Jesus said to the large crowd (Luke 14:26-27) that they had to hate their Father, Mother, Brothers and Sisters and even their own life or they can't be His disciples what is He asking? He doesn't want to us to despise our family, but in terms of priority, Jesus is to come so vastly first that it would seem in comparison that you hate your family. 

Love chooses who to bestow its goodness upon (whilst maintaining their right to freedom  of response) and prioritises their good. 

Discussion Q10: What do we Call Love Without Action?
Love as Action
James 2 makes it clear that faith without works is dead (v14-18), that it is not real if you wish someone well and do nothing to help when they have need. Essentially you have to have the integrity to do what is good for the one you choose to prioritise. 
If we say we love someone we have to prove it (see again Malachi 1:1) by what we do. If someone says they love you but don't act on it they are using a word to convey some debt of gratitude you owe them, not a debt they owe you. At best it is 'good intentions' and at worst it is manipulation. 
So God is determined to demonstrate His love with action, so Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). Paul says he loved the Thessalonians enough not just to share the Gospel, but their lives as well (1 Thess 2:8). If our words and actions don't match it is not the love of God, it must have His integrity. When we love someone we seek their good, do what it takes to make it better for them. Think of some things you have done for people because you loved them. The selfless love we talked of before puts itself in debt for the good of others. 
If we are called to hate our fathers and mothers it means our actions should be to do what Jesus wants and asks over the desires of family or ourselves. Our actions show where our priorities lie.
Action Motivated by the Spirit of Love
In contrast 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 reminds us that action without love is no profit. If we try really hard to do good of ourselves we might be no blessing. Action without the motivation of the Holy Spirit is not love. He moves us to feel for the needs of others and to act upon that need, because that is who He is. Our actions must not be independent of our faith in Jesus and not for our boast.
Love is not looking for a reward except the ward of seeing their beloved happy and blessed. Love is motivated by God's value of another and His impetus to act for the good of them. If our love has no action it is only noise.  

