Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 6 - Love is what We're Made For

Love is the focus of our module but also the focus of our existence. It is our God-given right to be loved and to love. It is by design that love should be the centre of who we are. This week we will examine the right to be loved and also the right to love. Human beings are uniquely designed with this in mind. 

Love as a Design Concept
In the beginning when God was creating all things He wanted to show who He is. At His heart is this desire to value and appreciate others and to be kind to them. These things are reasonable when they are expressed in relation to those creations that do exactly what they were made for and who honour and worship them. But when the love of God is expressed to those who are entirely undeserving it becomes outstanding. 
So God set out to create a type of being that could be utterly unredeemable and then set about to redeem it! It is the clear way to show exactly how deep His own love goes. He designed us with freedom in the full knowledge of how we would use that freedom, because only then could He display His utterly endless love. 

Discussion Q11: What Makes Human Beings Special?

Before Mankind
Everything in heaven is as it should be. God created it perfect and all the angels worship around the throne and do what they are meant to. God made them for His glory and they live for His glory. We are not smarter than the angels or creatures round the throne, or more creative or powerful or righteous. So what is the value of man?

When God decided to make man He had something more in depth in mind. He wanted to be able to express the wisdom of all that He is. Love is the heart of Him and is the thing that makes creation valuable. So He set out to think of something that would show His mercy and grace. To show mercy there needs to be failure but also an opportunity for restoration. 

So God made mankind both temporary and eternal. He created a temporal universe for us to fit in to. We had to be temporary so that we could fail without being eternally damned but He wanted us to be eternal so that His mercy would carry on forever. This combination of temporary and eternal is unique to us. 

Designed to Fail and be Restored
In choosing to make us this way God is basically designing us with the ability to fail. He didn't have to put the tree in the garden or command us not to eat of it (Genesis 2:15-17) but in choosing to do so He gives us freedom. 

In giving us freedom we were destined to fail. Whether Adam and Eve lived in the garden for days, weeks, months or years before they disobeyed is not known (and often intrigues me) but eventually they would disobey. In paying for us, to give us a choice to be restored God is showing the full extent of His goodness (Romans 5:8). In offering the choice for redemption, restoration, reconciliation and rebirth God is loving us in the fullest extent. The uniqueness of man is in our failing and the chance to be restored. 

Discussion Q12: How are We Designed to Love?
Loving in Return
Having given us the freedom to fail and the freedom to be restored God is giving us the opportunity to choose Him. In choosing Him we are responding to His love and loving Him back. We can carry on in our sin or we can love Him back and respond to His love. 

Our response to His great love shows the universe and everything in it how great His love is. The fact that we can be included in heaven shows all the angels and heavenly host that God can redeem and restore and His love is endless.
So when we respond in thankfulness, in acceptance, in submission to God we are honouring His glory and loving Him back. In this way we were made for His glory (Isaiah 43:7) and we show the wisdom of His plan to the heavenly realms (Ephesians 3:10). In loving Him back He has children rather than servants (John 15:5), people who want to be with Him and choose Him over everyone else. 

God made us to love Him back in our own freedom and will. His will is that we use our will to respond and be thankful. You were designed to love Him. 

Loving One Another
Then Jesus also gives us the command to love one another (John 15:12) and this is to show that God's love can multiply. We are remade in Christ's image (Ephesians 2:10) to love one another and show the beauty of love to the universe. It is beautiful to overcome and to forgive and to build into one another. It is glorious to show kindness when it is hard and to suffer to make someone else strong. We are evidencing the beauty and glory of God when we love one another. 

Practical Approach
Every time we make those hard decisions, suffer through something heavy or build up others at a cost we are living what we are made for. Primarily it is the love and worship of God and prioritising Him that matters but each effort to live for the glory of God is a beautiful thing and part of you living as who you are meant to be. 

Loving Him is the key to all right decisions, all handling of failure and all guiding others. Loving Him is what we are made for and brings glory to God in the whole universe. 
