Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 7 - Love as Obedience and Righteousness, Grace and Mercy.

We have considered how love values and prioritises its object. It chooses good and acts upon the desire to bless. Love also has an element of perfection and righteousness to it. If we love someone there is never an intention of harm or negative outcomes. We will first consider obedience and also look at the intention to do what is right. 

Discussion Q13: What Relationship has Love to Doing the Right Thing?
Love as Obedience
In John 14:23 Jesus says “anyone who loves me will obey my commands.” John continues with this theme in his first letter, creating a circular argument. In chapter 5:2-3 it says “This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands.” We love each other by keeping His commands, and His commands are to love each other.
If we prioritise God, valuing Him above all other things, as we have previously discussed, then we will do what He asks. Obedience is the evidence of loving Him. The best thing we can do for others is prioritise God, because He will then give us commands to love others and we will love them better than if we love them ourselves. 
Jesus also says that He Himself had come to be obedient to the Father. He will only do and say what the Father gives Him (John 8:28-29). It is not that He is inferior to the Father but that He chooses to obey, love chooses obedience. If the Father knows the greatest good, aligns all things and gives the right value and priority to everything then loving Him is obedience. 
In the 5 relationships we can love others and love ourselves by obeying what the Father says is the best thing for us. If God is love, which He is, then His intention for people is the best plan and obedience is the best way to love. 
If we love someone in our own strength (were that possible) by valuing them and prioritising them then we are still prone to failure, miscommunication and might not do them the good we hoped. It is only in obedience to God that we don't try and achieve but naturally achieve love by the Spirit of God in us. Do you obey based on what He sees in people rather than what you see in them?

Love as Righteousness
In turn, obedience can be considered as righteousness. If the Father is the definer of truth and righteousness then obedience to His design is righteousness. Does the Father obey Himself? While that might be difficult to answer, it is clear He never disobeys Himself. However, by considering righteousness as the acts of a God who defines correctness, everything He does is righteous. 
This is good news for us because the Spirit that lives in us is the Spirit of God. Everything He does is in line with the Father. In John 16:13-15 Jesus says the Spirit will not speak on His own, but will reveal the Father. So the Spirit in us will never move us to act in unrighteousness. He does what the Father leads Him to do, so we don't have to try and love, we will automatically love because He is in us. We don't have to try and obey, we will obey because He is the Spirit of obedience. In Ezekiel 36:26-27 God says He will put His Spirit in us and move us to follow His decrees, to obey. 
Goodness
We might then define the goodness of God as a combination of love and righteousness. He is always good because He is always loving and always righteous. Doing good to someone is doing the loving thing that is also righteous. If something is both loving and righteous then it is good. God is good all the time and all the time God is good. Therefore obeying God will always lead to the outcome that is good. 

Discussion Q14: If we Add Grace and Mercy together do we get Love?
Defining Grace and Mercy
A simple definition of mercy is that we deserve punishment and God forgives us. Mercy is withholding punishment, not on a temporary basis but a permanent one. Mercy is vastly unfair, in a good way. Anyone who believes will not perish (John 3:16), there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). 
It is so important to us because we don't need justice, we need mercy. It is important that mercy triumphs over judgment (James 2:13). We cry out with Bartimaeus “Jesus of Nazareth, haver mercy on me, a sinner” (Mark 10:47-48). Remembering how broken and sinful we are reveals how great the love of God is for us. If God was not loving and chose to keep a record of our sins then we are all lost (Psalm 130:3-4). So we rely on His mercy.
Grace is the many kind gifts God gives us on top of His mercy. God is lavish in His kindnesses and gifts (Ephesians 1:8). Our cup overflows with good things (Psalm 23:5). His grace is different for each of us, apportioned by Jesus to meet our personal needs and to bring us personally closer (Ephesians 4:7). His grace is more than enough to meet our needs in any and every situation (2 Cor 12:9).
Combining Grace and Mercy
So we therefore are not given the punishment we deserve but given many good gifts to bless and build us up. We are not destined for hell but heaven, we are not dead in sins but alive in Christ, we are not slaves to sin but free in Christ, not excluded but chosen, we are not alone and orphaned any more but children of God, we are not bound to this earth but made for forever, we are not guilty but found innocent, we are not lost but found, saved and redeemed. We have every Spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:3). 
In Psalm 103 David encourages us not to forget any of His benefits but to count our blessings. He then lists a number of ways that God has shown mercy, taking away our judgment and a number of additional graces He has shown us. 
These blessings can all be fitted into this picture of taking away the bad (mercy) and adding the good (grace). Everything Jesus did on the cross was to substitute our brokenness for His righteousness and eternal glory (2 Corinthians 5:21). So grace and mercy can be considered subsections of His actions, to put away our sin as far as the East is from the West and to give us life everlasting. 
Do all of the actions of God fit into this picture? If so, then maybe grace and mercy combine to be the love of God. God chooses us and prioritises us, then takes action not based on what we deserve but on His evaluation of us. He chooses to forgive us and not judge us and instead pour out blessings in our lives. Love chooses grace and mercy. These are also the things that the angels can't comprehend because they are not in need of mercy. Is this why God's love for us is not like anything else in the universe?
Living Grace and Mercy
If we are filled with the Holy Spirit of love then we too should be gracious and merciful. Often it is the mercy we lack and it is why Jesus challenges us about judgment often and so does His brother James. If we cannot forgive then the Spirit is not alive in us. Mercy is the most common evidence of our connection with Jesus. We also should be moved by the Spirit to show grace, to add kindnesses to others. Do we too often treat people as we think they deserve? Many people see the goodness of random acts of kindness but we should be recognised for our gracious giving far beyond what is expected. The Spirit of God who lives in us does these things automatically.
