Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 8 - Love is for Unity.

We have considered a number of aspects of what constitutes love but an important consideration is the destination where love would like us to get to. Love is not aimless, the aims are all for good but they are working towards an eventual end designed by God. Everything love does is towards that goal because it is working towards God's final plan. 

Discussion Q15: What is Love trying to Achieve?
God's Final Goal
If love is the central aspect of who God is then everything love does will be exactly in line with the will of God. People point to different aspects of God's love but the final aim is clear. God is planning to bring all things together under Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10). He has made known His plan to us and that is unity. 
In Christ we are one body (1 Cor 12:12-14) united by one Spirit. In Christ there is one church, the bride of Christ (Eph 5:25-27). We don't get to choose who is included, that is all His. There is a new heaven and a new earth filled with the people of God, all the people of God and no-one who isn't the people of God. 
To bring us there He is not going to make us all exactly the same. It was God who created diversity and variety because He loves us individually. He will bring people of every tribe and nation and language together. He talks to us individually, knows us by name, loves us in a way that is not generic, but exactly what we need. Yet somehow He makes us all one bride for His Son, all of us are one beloved.

Unity
In John 17, our focus today will be on verses 20 to 26. Jesus asks His Father to make us one with each other and with them just as they are one with each other. He likens the unity God brings about with the love He has for people. Love desires that there is no disunity, no brokenness and no dissension. 

Unity is to be different, but completely one. It requires that though there are differences the goal is the same, the hope is the same, the value is the same, the purpose is the same. God wants us to come together in His church as one body. If different parts of a body pull in different directions how will it hold together? If the tongue speaks and the body disobeys how can it be whole. If the stones in the building are not built together how will it stand? 

Unity is not uniformity. If everything was a foot then where are the hands and the eyes? If we all are exactly the same we will miss much of God's plan. We are not designed to be the same, but we are designed to be joined in unity. Nothing that disunites us is a step in the direction of God. This does not mean we can't have differences, but how we face these is with the goal of unity in mind. 

Discussion Q16: What Brings Disunity to the Church?
Disunity
If we treat one another badly it is because we value ourselves above each other. If we care more about the outcomes and activities than each other we are being selfish. If we are more concerned with being right (which is impossible, just as Jesus said “no-one is good but God alone” Mark 10:18) than how each other feels we have lost the whole goal of everything. If God was more concerned we were right than we loved He would never have put the tree in the garden. We would have been right, but we would have no freedom or love. 

One Another
To achieve the goal of unity everyone must look out for the good of each other. If we are supporting one another, building one another up, encouraging one another and forgiving one another there is no room for the selfishness that causes disunity. There are so many commands in the New Testament to tell us how to treat one another. The goal of all of these is to bring us together as one people.

It makes logical sense, if there are 10 of us and we are all looking out for ourselves then only one person is looking out for me, me. If we are all looking out for each other then 9 people are looking out for me. But the logic is not the main point, God wants us to love beyond reason. 

If the Spirit is speaking to us then what we see in each other is what He sees, but also, what He is working towards is what we will also be working towards. If He is trying to bring us together then one central aim of all we do will be to build one another up and include one another. If we are included by God, through His Spirit (Ephesians 1:13) then His Spirit will seek to include others not exclude them. 

The Goal of Church
When Jesus says He will build His church, He is going to use His church to do it. He will build us together, involving one another. So much of church is separating and self-indulgent. Denominationalism can lead to factions. Paul tells off the Corinthians (1 Cor 1:12, 3:4-5) for saying they follow different church leaders. Why does so much seem done in disunity? It is because the sinful nature in us would rather have a worthless copy of the church than the real thing. It costs to be part of the real church. 

How then might we bring about unity? We have to make every effort to keep the bond of peace (Eph 4:3). If the Spirit is what unites us, then listening to the Spirit is what keeps us. The Spirit moves us to value one another and to draw one another together. What is the Spirit saying you've got wrong recently? He will convict you about those you have created disunity with. What is He leading you to do? The goal of these things will be unity in truth and love. 
