Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 9 - Love as Compassion

God is love and describes Himself as gracious and compassionate. The compassion of God is a serious aspect of love. The valuing of someone as God values them gives a starting point, but it must move you. The Spirit is meant to move you (Ezekiel 36:27). God Himself is moved by His own compassion and in Romans 9:15 He says He will have compassion on whom He will have compassion.   

Discussion Q17: What does Love Feel?
Defining Compassion
Compassion is another complicated word, so including compassion in your definition of love is not necessarily making it more clear. Compassion is linked with mercy, sympathy, empathy and having pity. These are aspects of emotional experience that are feelings. You feel sympathy and feel pity. Love is not just a feeling but it must engage feelings to complete its work. 

The feeling that is engaged is one of concern and appreciation for someone. It invariably is presented with someone who has less or is themselves feeling valueless. Compassion is the feeling the value of someone, usually when it is not evident or they don't feel it themselves.  

In 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 when Paul warns about doing things without love, what is he warning might be missing? It is clearly not the choice or the action, because those are being carried out. It is the reasoning and the movement of the Spirit that is missing, the feeling moved to do it for the right reasons.
The Compassion of Jesus
In a number of places in the Gospels it says that Jesus looked on the people and had compassion on them (Matthew 9:36, 14;14, 15:32, 20:34). Jesus took pity on people, felt empathy towards them and showed His great mercy to them. 

Matthew 9:36 says that Jesus had compassion on them because they were harassed and helpless like sheep without a shepherd. His recognition of their plight moves Him and motivates Him to do something. Can we only have compassion for those whose plight we can feel for? The compassion of Jesus also takes into account everything that is going on. Earlier in the chapter Jesus heals a paralytic man when He sees the compassion and faith of his friends. He first of all says He will forgive the man's sins. When the crowd challenged Him about this, He points out it is easy to say, but only God can do it. He then heals the man. Their first thought was that healing the man was harder and more needed but Jesus looked past that into his soul. His compassion led Him to forgive the man's sins too which is much bigger. 

Discussion Q18: Is Compassion the Bridge between Value and Action?
Compassion is More than Empathy
Many people would have an expectation that if you have compassion for someone you would sit with them and feel their pain. The primary concern of compassion in that view is to share in suffering and grief. That is not the primary concern Jesus has when He has compassion. As we read, Jesus had compassion on the people because they were like sheep without a shepherd (He identified with their weaknesses), but His response is not to sit with them and mourn. In this case, the response wasn't even to heal their sick, the next thing Jesus actually did was teach them. 

Compassion is not a short term fix, it is looking for their eternal hope and joy. It looks for an answer not just a feeling. Jesus tried to resolve their issues because He had compassion, He taught them the way to change the problem that they had. His focus in compassion was remedy, He is the doctor that comes to heal the sick, not the friend who comes to sit at the bedside. 

The Spirit of Compassion
The love of God then includes a compassionate approach to people as He sees their great needs, feels deeply for them and does something about it. The Spirit of God gives us the vision to see people as God sees them, but also helps us feel for them. He moves us to feel for their needs and then He also moves us to do something about it. If we motivate ourselves to compassion it has not the same power.

Compassion does not come from us, it is the fruit of God and His Spirit. This is what Ezekiel 36:26-27 is referring to, a heart of flesh, that is moved by the Spirit. If we feel for someone we can try and do things for them, but it is God who will give success to our kindnesses. To be moved by the Spirit is to feel compassion for people and to treat them with kindness. 
