Module Min-S2
Love
Module Subjects

1. Biblical Love

2. Love based in Value

3. God is Love

4. Love as Sacrifice and Selflessness

5. Love as Choice

6. Love as Action

7. Love is what We're Made For

8. Love as Obedience and Righteousness

9. Love as Grace and Mercy

10. Love for Unity
11. Love as Compassion

12. The Opposite of Love

13. Receiving Love

14. Love and Like

15. Defining Love

Week 11 – Love and Like

Throughout the module we have built an image of the agape love of God. God has declared Himself to love and has shown it through redeeming His people. The world considers like and love to be similar things so is there an element of liking in love? 

Discussion Q21: God Loves You but does He Like You?
Like
The world often uses the word love when it really means like. “I love ice-cream” means 'I really like ice-cream a lot.' You wouldn't die for ice-cream. The same is true when the world confuses love and sex. They will say they love someone because they enjoy the intimacy that they share and like being with them. 

The pinnacle of liking someone is called being in love, you like them sooo much. Alternatively, the pinnacle of doing good to someone is love. You do sooo much good that you have invested in them completely, at any cost. Love and like are therefore not the same thing.

God Likes You
There is an element of liking in the love of God though. In His choice to make us and choose you, it was because of His own desires, not any debt to you, or recognition of your brilliance. If God chooses you, it is because He likes the idea. He also likes everything He has made as we have seen. He thinks what He has done is good, and as always He is right. It brings Him glory that He chose us when we were totally undeserving and remade us for good things and He enjoys walking that journey with us. 

He likes being included by you. If His goal was just that you be correct and righteous then He would have made those expectations clear. However, He asks you to come to Him, to join Him, to walk beside Him. Good parents do good to their children, but they also like them and enjoy being around them. 

Uniqueness
In particular God's love for you is not generic, it is unique. He specifically loves you, the way He made you, your interesting ways. He did not make us unique by accident, He wants different experiences with His different children. 

I am disorganised, lack patience and I prayed hard for stick-ability but these are still not natural traits for me. God is not annoyed by that, He made me this way. He called me to ministry this way, even though I am a lot of things a minister aught not to be. He likes me this way. Think of David who it says in Acts 13:22 is a man after God's own heart. He was quite the mess, but maybe His running through the fields after the sheep, the singing when no-one was looking, the boldness to go fight a giant as a boy and His delight in being a child of God were what God appreciated. You were made to be you. 

This doesn't mean we allow sin to go unchallenged, but is being disorganised a sin? Is openness to Him not far more important than scheduling and planning? Embrace your uniqueness as a work of God. I remember seeing some of Claude Monet's paintings. They are huge mostly and if you stand really close you see blobs of thick paint on the canvas with all kinds of bumps and ridges. It doesn't look very impressive, in fact, somewhat unsightly. But when you stand back and see how it all comes together it is a beautiful impression of glorious things. Enjoying it is not about detail but about bigger things. God is not looking to keep a record of wrongs (1 Cor 13:5). He doesn't want to mark our transgressions (Psalm 130:3). He gave His Son to achieve reconciliation (2 Cor 5:19) not some achievement of wisdom or correctness. It is to His glory and fame that He loves us all uniquely and likes who we are.
Discussion Q22: After All these Discussions, how would you Now Define Love?
Defining Love
As we have thought through, there are many aspects to love. Describing what love does (as in 1 Corinthians 13) is not defining what it is. A definition of love describes what it is and as your first assignment you should now be able to write a definition that completely describes love. That definition must come from the love of God, because He defines Himself as love and without Him there is no love. 
I might define love as valuing people as God values them and feeling for them as God feels for them and then wanting to do everything I can to bring good, increase and blessing into their life, no matter what it costs, to bring things closer to unity with God. 
In this statement I would consider it to be true of the love of the Father for the Son and vice versa, for their love for us and our love for Him, one another and ourselves. It is a broad definition and doesn't include all that we talked of. You might consider other aspects important enough to include in your definition. 
The challenge is then to go out and live this definition in real life. The Holy Spirit wants to move you to live like this, to appreciate people and do what is good for them and for God. Let's consider how He would move us to be. 
